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A Pittsburgh newspaper has responded to last 

weekend’s shooting at the Tree of Life synagogue by 

publishing the beginnings of a Jewish prayer for the 

dead on its front page. 

On Friday, the front page of the Pittsburgh Post-

Gazette published the first words of the Mourners’ 

Kaddish, a prayer traditionally recited for the dead, in 

Hebrew, above an article covering the burial of some 

of the victims of the shooting. Eleven people were 

killed in total on Saturday, when suspected assailant 

Robert Bowers stormed the Tree of Life synagogue 

with a gun, verbally demanding that all Jews “must 

die.” 

 

In English, the words express faith in God: 

“Magnified and sanctified be your name.” Although 

the exact rituals around its recital vary from 

denomination to denomination, reciting the Kaddish 

is one of the most important elements of communal 

mourning in all mainstream Jewish traditions. 

It is interesting to note that word communal, because 

for the Jewish faith mourning of the dead is always 

done in the context of community.   

And community is precisely one of things we 

remember on All Saints. That the church isn’t just us 

as individuals, but that we belong to a giant cloud of 

witnesses.  

  

There also seems to be a contrast in our other 

scripture readings this morning. The contrast is that 

they all speak of life through death. The readings 

speak about an end to death, grief, pain, sorrow, all 

the things which spoil life. Revelation tells us that 

heaven is a place where separation from God or 

separation from others doesn’t exist anymore. Unity 

with God and with all people is the goal.  

It all sounds too good to be true. Our lives don’t seem 

to be like that. We may be struggling with the pain of 

grief, either through the death of someone close to us, 

through the loss of a job, through the loss of health, 

through the breakdown of a relationship. There are 

many things which cause grief. So we may find it hard 



to believe what the readings are telling us about life. 

These promises of life are not trying to deny the grief 

we all feel. But rather an expression of the hope we 

have in the goodness of God.  
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Jesus wept as he heard of the death of his friend 

Lazarus. He was moved with compassion, deeply 

disturbed. For Jesus is not unmoved or detached from 

the tragedy of human life. And because he is involved 

he wants to do something about life. 

 

But how are we to live with the reality of grief and 

death and yet also have hope in the resurrection? We 

know only too well that there are times in life when 

we are not like the people described in these readings. 

In the pain of grief we cry out, When will it end? The 

beatitudes seem to hint that we have to live with the 

paradoxes which our lives contain. For how can the 

poor and persecuted be blessed?  

 

One of the curious paradoxes is that it is not until we 

accept the reality of the situation, the reality that life 

is not perfect, that hope returns and we begin to live 

again. It is a process of transition which we have to 

go through to find new life. That is the reality of our 

experience which is described so well in the readings. 

Life comes through death. And so we remember those 

who gave us life during their lives, and how they live 

on amongst us.  
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For today we remember all the saints, those known to 

us and those unknown. We want to look at these 

people and know we belong to this great family of 

those who belong to God. I’m sure that over the years 

as you have celebrated your Patronal Festival you will 

have been told many times, we are the saints. The 

letters of Paul are often addressed to the saints in a 

particular place. That means all the followers of Jesus 

in that town were the saints. 

 



And the same applies to anyone who follows Jesus 

now. So why then do we have All Saints as our 

patrons? What are we to do with this title that reminds 

us of all those who have gone before us. Many of 

these saints of the past didn’t do anything heroic, or 

even exceptionally religious. They just tried to 

witness to their faith in their daily living. It was that 

ordinariness of trying to follow God’s call that led 

some of them to extraordinary devotion and deeds of 

service. Others are remembered for simple 

consistency and faithfulness to their call. Now we say 

we are surrounded by this great cloud of witnesses – 

those who held fast to their faith even when it brought 

suffering and death.  
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I think we can take heart from their example, even if 

it seems a little remote from our own life. We take 

heart because as we learn from our readings it is not 

what we do that matters, but what God does. It is God 

who provides the heavenly banquet, it is God who 

takes away grief, it is God who raises the dead. It is 

what God did in these people we call saints that is 

important not what they did. When we bring out the 

whole box of family photo’s that means we cannot 

concentrate on any particular deeds of the saints. It is 

simply their witness to God acting in them all which 

is important. And that means it is what God does in 

us that we need to focus on.  

 

Today, in this world that witnesses the massacre at the 

Tree of Life Synagogue, loving our neighbor as 

yourself is the means by which we fight off death 

every day and we are able to see the saint in all. 

Without this mandate, this principle, we allow death 

to infringe on our lives prematurely. 

We allow death to have its way and a say before it 

should. We allow death to determine a way of being 

in the world that has complied to a matter of factness, 



an inevitability that curtails the power of the 

Kingdom of God, the presence of God, in our midst. 

And finally, we allow death to have more power than 

resurrection. 

The whole story of the raising of Lazarus is for us to 

realize that resurrection is not just our future promise 

but our present reality. Because of God, lived in the 

promises of God, is here and now when our neighbor 

is loved, that we are all made in the image of God. 

Loving the neighbor and Jesus as the resurrection and 

the life are synonymous claims. Resurrection here 

and now, what Jesus promises to Martha, means that 

life, and life abundantly for all, is what is at stake. It 

is so very easy to postpone abundant life to life after 

death. But a close reading of our Gospel texts this 

week reveals how misguided this belief is. The life of 

the saints is now. The life of saints is that which we 

witness. Lives lived as saints is what we are called to 

do and to be. 

To be a saint is to belong to the great company of 

people who have gone before us, and also to belong 

to those who are here; to be a saint is to live in hope 

because of the promises God has made to us in the 

resurrection of Jesus. This is how we can create a 

foretaste of heaven here in this place called 

Birkenhead. We create it by welcoming others who 

wish to belong, by proclaiming the the poor, 

persecuted and meek are truly blessed.   

Give thanks at this Eucharist for the example of the 

saints. Give thanks at this Eucharist for this chance 

we have of being filled with the life of God in Christ. 

Give thanks at this Eucharist for the responsibility we 

are given to be the glory of God in a human being 

fully alive.  

And as I close I will leave you with that Jewish prayer 

for the dead named ‘The Kadish’ as we remember not 

only the victims of the recent killing at the Tree of life 

synagogue, but all the saints whom we love but see 

now loner. Let us pray.  

Magnified and sanctified be God’s great name 

throughout the world 

which He has created according to His will. 

May He establish His kingdom in your lifetime and 

during your days, 

and within the life of the entire House of Israel, 

speedily and soon; 



and say, Amen. 

May His great name be blessed forever and to all 

eternity. 

Blessed and praised, glorified and exalted, extolled 

and honored, 

adored and lauded be the name of the Holy One, 

blessed be He, 

beyond all the blessings and hymns, praises and 

consolations that 

are ever spoken in the world; and say, Amen. 

May there be abundant peace from heaven, and life, 

for us 

and for all Israel; and say, Amen. 

He who creates peace in His celestial heights, 

may He create peace for us and for all Israel; 

and say, Amen. 


