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A little girl was drawing a picture. Tell me about 

your drawing’ said the Sunday School teacher. 

“I’m drawing a picture of God” replied the girl. 

The Sunday School teacher was a little 

astonished and said ‘How can you draw a 

picture of God? Nobody knows what God looks 

like.’ ‘They will when I’ve finished drawing’ she 

replied. 

 

The best picture of God we have is the one Jesus 

drew. It wasn’t a picture of paints, nor pen and 

ink, nor even with the spoken word. Jesus whole 

life is our picture of God so in him a picture 

becomes a reality. The reality is seen in today’s 

gospel when Jesus says, “Today this scripture 

has been fulfilled in your hearing.” This refers 

back to last Sunday’s reading. The words are 

these: “The spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me to bring good news 

to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release 

to the captives, and recovery of sight to the 

blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim 

the year of the Lord’s favour.” Jesus claims that 

these words come true in his presence.  
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So what sort of picture of God is painted in this 

Gospel? What is the picture of God that Jesus 

will live out? Very simply Jesus lives out the fact 

that the God of Israel is for all people. God does 

not belong to one nation, or class, or race. No 

one needs to be excluded from God’s love. 

 

Jesus draws on the traditions of Israel. He tells 

the people to look to their own scriptures. Jesus 

quotes two passages from the prophets.  In 

both of them the prophets are sent by God to 

nourish and to cure Gentiles, or outsiders. 

During a famine that afflicted all Israel, Elijah 

dwelt with a widow. Because of her obedience, 

she and her household were saved. She was not 

an Israelite, but a Gentile outsider. And among 

all the cases of leprosy in Israel during the time 

of Elisha, only one man was healed. That one 

man was not an Israelite, but a Syrian. Even 

though there are pressing needs in Israel, it’s 

outsiders who receive God’s blessing. 
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Jesus life continued to draw the same picture of 

a God who is for all. Look at the range of 

backgrounds among the disciples. Not all of 

them are Jewish, there are also some outsiders. 

And then we see that Jesus mission is weighted 

in favour of the poor and disadvantaged, yet 

Jesus will dine with the rich and powerful. It is 

clear that people from all walks of life, from all 

nations, will be the recipients of God’s saving 

message.  

 

Yet this acceptance of all people is not without 

challenge. It’s not a mere acceptance of the way 

things are. It’s not an acceptance of the way 

people are. It’s a challenge to us to be what God 

wants us to be. We are called to be the image 

and likeness of God. We are called to paint a 

picture of God with our lives. Frequently, if we 

are going to paint a picture of God, then it will 

require change.  
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We are not the only ones to find change 

difficult. The Nazarenes find this difficult too 

and they say to Jesus ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ In 

other words, do something for yourself and 

your own people first. It’s like saying, ‘charity 

begins at home’. Then Jesus tells the story of 

the prophets who cared for those who were not 

Israelites in spite of the great need of Israel at 

the time. It’s not the hometown folk who are 

rescued, but those regarded as outsiders. Of 

course here is the difficulty. The people of 

Nazareth don’t like it any more than we would. 

They are asked to include the outcasts and the 

marginalised. Jesus is quickly rejected . The 

picture of God which Jesus paints is too much 

for them.  

 

Jesus picture is sometimes too much for us too. 

The God Jesus paints demands of us things we 

would rather not do. The people of Nazareth are 

asked to accept the fact that Jesus message of 

God’s love is for outsiders. It’s alright to accept 



that in theory, but to put it in to practice, to live 

it and proclaim it is another matter entirely.  
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Unfortunately we too are asked to do the same 

thing as Jesus asked the Nazarenes. We are to 

think about whom we consider to be outsiders 

and to find ways of showing God’s love. We are 

simply being asked to act in the way Jesus did. 

And sometimes, like Jesus, it means saying and 

doing that which is unpopular. Yet we, like him, 

are simply trying to paint a picture of God with 

our lives.  

 

Jesus attempts to help people understand that 

the picture of God he lives is love in action. So 

what does love in action mean? Paul, in his 

letter to the Corinthians tries to tell what love in 

action looks like. He too is trying to paint a 

picture of God for people to live by. It may be 

hard for us to believe, but this great hymn to 

love of Saint Paul came out of a situation of 

strife. The Christian community in Corinth was 

not a happy one. Their spirituality was 

distorted; they were engaged in power 

struggles, and their morals were not to be 

mentioned. 
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 We have so sentimentalized Paul’s words we 

often miss his true intent. These are words of 

exhortation for a confused congregation.  

 

They are very beautiful words, but they are not 

written to idealise the quality of love and praise 

its virtues. That is unfortunately the way we 

often use them. These words are frequently 

read at weddings, a setting which doesn’t help 

us understand their true meaning. When Paul 

used them he was telling the people off for not 

being loving. Go home and read them aloud in 

this way and you will see what I mean. These 

words of Paul are written for a quarrelsome 

people who need to know that their religiosity 

isn’t worth anything unless it issues in a new 

relationship with one another. The new 

relationship is the practical love Paul describes 



in his letter. Love is to be seen in action as we 

relate to one another. Love is not a pretty ideal 

but a sometimes difficult way of behaving 

towards one another. This is what we see in the 

life of Jesus as he paints for us a picture of the 

God we believe in.  

 

7 

 

Love, for Paul and for Jesus, is a practical action. 

It is expressed in down to earth contexts where 

it makes a difference to relationships. From the 

lives of Jesus and Paul one gets the impressions 

that love primarily functions in situations of 

stress and conflict. This is far removed from the 

romanticized version of love which seems to 

predominate in our time.  

 

This practical love is what we are called to 

perform. Our lives are to paint the same picture 

of God as we seek to perform this love in action. 

Especially are we to remember that this love is 

for all, and particularly for those whom we 

consider outsiders. This is certainly a challenge, 

as true love often is. That is why we are here 

each week, seeking the love of God in this 

Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ. Here 

God gives us his total love to encourage us as 

we paint our pictures of Him.  


