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A recent headline came across my Facebook 

stream this week. It was from Newstalk ZB 

and it read “Campaigner says Christianity in 

Schools discriminatory.” It went on to read 

that People from all different faiths will testify 

in the High Court in April, to ban programmes 

that only teach Christianity. 

 

This isn’t the first time this discussion has 

come up. Over the past 20 or so years there has 

been a move to either get rid of ‘bible in 

schools’ or add other religions also. Whatever 

we may feel about bible in schools, it does 

seem that as our country becomes more and 

more multicultural, there will come a time 

when the faiths of other nationalities will need 

to be considered. David Hines, who is a long 

time campaigner for Secular schools, recently 

said he stressed that while he wanted all 

schools to be secular, "that doesn't mean 

hostile to religion, it means neutral about 

religion, so there's no special favours for 

Christians."  

 

The system that David Hines imagines is very 

similar to that of France. There the 

government has banned the wearing of all 

religious symbols in schools – no head 

scarves, no skull caps, no crosses. Many are 

now wondering if this sort of secularization 

has in fact lead to the hundreds of young 

French Muslim who have journeyed to Syria 

and joined such groups as ISIS. Has the 

process of trying to eradicate religion in fact 

fueled religious fundamentalism?   
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Although this is a controversial conclusion, it 

does seem to demonstrate one thing. In spite 

of governments laws it is not possible to 

eradicate religion from life. 

 

 

Religion is so bound up in the very fabric of 

peoples being, the essence of who they are, 

that it cannot be eradicated by law. The 

experience of communist states should have 

taught us something.  In those instances 

religion was banned altogether, but the faith of 

people did not die even though they were not 

allowed to practice it. Once the oppressive 

regime was gone, faith returned with renewed 

vigour.  Human beings are whole people and 

what affects one part of life affects another. It 

just isn’t possible to pretend that one part of 

life doesn’t exist.  
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Those involved in education might just as well 

say we are only interested in the mind, we will 

do nothing about the body and ban physical 

activity from schools. It just wouldn’t work. I 

don’t believe the spiritual aspects of life can 

be banned from schools either. There are now 

Muslim prayer rooms in our schools and 

hospitals which are signs of the need for all 

people to be able to practice their faith 

wherever they are and whatever that faith may 

be. I think the Ministry of Education and 

others also fail to understand the nature of 

worship. That worship is an act of 

thanksgiving, an act of love, an act of devotion 

to the beloved.  Worship cannot be banned 

because it is impossible to ban acts of love.  
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The gospel tells us about someone who tried 

to ban an act of love. Judas was appalled at the 

act of devotion and love shown by Mary. It 

was an act so generous, so lavish, that it was 

seen as a waste of money. Of course love is 

always a waste of money. Devotion makes no 

sense. It is beyond logic. Worship is a 

senseless activity to anyone who has not 

known love. Judas of course was more 

interested in getting his hands on the money 

than he was about love. His comments about 

the money being given to the poor don’t ring 

true either. He was not that sort of person.  
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Mary’s anointing of Jesus is one of those 

generous acts that has extravagance written all 

over it. It’s like the feeding of the five 

thousand and the changing of water into wine. 

Such generosity and abundance is hard for 

people to cope with. God shows such 

generosity and abundance. So does Mary. The 

text tells us this was genuine or real nard. It 

was no cheap imitation. This was the 

equivalent of the real French Perfume. The 

smell of it filled the whole house. And there 

was a whole pound of it, an exorbitant amount. 

There was even some left over for Jesus burial.  

The text tells us in various ways about the 

luxurious extravagance of this act of devotion.  

 

And Jesus accepts this act. The great beauty of 

it appeals to him. He knows that love cannot 

be stopped. He knows that real love is always 

acceptable because it is not about the self, it is 

about another. Real love wants to shower 

lavish extravagance on another without 

thought of oneself. This is why Jesus accepts 

what Mary offers him.  
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Worship of Jesus requires us to be lavish too 

and offer the best we can. To some that seems 

like a waste. I believe it is just the opposite. 

Our worship is to be the best we can offer. We 

are to have the best that is available in terms 

of the things we use in worship. Maybe they 

should be as rich and lavish as what Mary 

offers Jesus. But it’s not just the outward 

things that need to be lavish. We need to have 

lavish and generous thanks to God from our 

hearts as well. When we truly worship out of 

love for God then the generous acts of 

devotion will also translate into life.  

 

The poor, who are always with us, need just 

the same generosity as we give to Jesus in our 

worship. It’s not one or the other, Jesus or the 

poor, its both Jesus and the poor. This is what 

Judas had difficulty understanding. The poor 

are always with you. Give to them from the 

generosity you learn about in devotion to God.  
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We cannot have this sort of devotion, this 

lavish and extravagant generosity without 

love. Love which is the result of knowing what 

God does for us in the person of Jesus. So 

worship is the centre of our giving to the poor 

because it always takes us back to the source 

of love, God.  

 

As we approach Palm Sunday and Good 

Friday this story reminds us of some other 

aspects of Jesus death. It was on the cross that 

we see the love of God poured out for us and 

all people. This is the supreme example of 

generous love. I pray that as we celebrate these 

life giving events once again, we may be filled 

with new thankfulness for what God has done 
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for us. May all of life show God in our midst 

and our charity show our love for God as much 

as our worship does.  

 


