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Today’s Gospel is a strange story. It deals with the 

powers of evil, legions of demons, and pigs running 

in to water. It however is rather captivating. To some 

in the eastern world, this story would have some 

resonance. For them the fear of demons is a daily 

occurrence. I read recently an article on the BBC 

about a tribe who live 9,000ft up in the Indian 

Himalayas in a village called Bemni. For these 

people, demonic possession is a part of daily life, 

where even a child’s misbehaviour can be blamed 

on demon possession. A rather good excuse really, 

as one young person from the village said "I used to 

be a hard worker at school, but then... I was 

possessed." You can imagine that being used a lot in 

New Zealand. 

My desire is not to put too much focus on the 

supernatural element of this story, to do so would be 

to miss its underlying point, but we must come to 

terms with the fact that this narrative takes place in 

a world quite different from our own.  

To modern readers such as us, who live in a rational 

universe controlled by laws of nature, this story is 

hard for us to get our heads around, because it is 

inherently a story about the supernatural. As well as 

that obvious element, it is a story about ‘the other 

side’ what the text calls ‘opposite Galilee’. The use 

of this phrase ‘opposite Galilee’ however refers to 

much more than just geography as one commentator 

states, it is also suggests many ways in which Jesus 

intentionally “steps out” to confront what is 

“opposite” life.  

This opposite life is put even more in to focus 

because the Gerasene was a Gentile area, and not a 

place Jews would like to visit if they could help it. 

So as Jesus takes this radical action he encounters 
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the type of person that is sometimes found on the 

‘opposite side’ of our cities that are often seen as 

‘unclean’ and inhabiting the wastelands of urban 

life. The particular man from today’s gospel was in 

a terrible state, described as wearing no clothes, and 

did not live in a house but in the tombs. The 

description of living in the tombs proving the point 

that to the world this man was already dead. 

With this good-as-dead status, he had no identity, 

but was only known by the multitude of voices that 

were contained within. Legion was the description 

given to Jesus, ascribing a loss of personhood and 

self. 

We all deal with a multitude of voices that compete 

for our attention, voices that even wish to take away 

our identity as human beings in God’s image. Even 

the great saints who surround us are not invulnerable 

to this particular sensation. It is said that the great 

reformer Martin Luther struggled for many years 

under the deep weight of personal sin and a feeling 

that the devil was constantly oppressing him. 

 He attributed this to the impossible task of pleasing 

God which he felt Roman Catholicism reflected at 

the time. He is even quoted as yelling at the devil “I 

am baptized!” claiming the external reality of God’s 

salvation for himself.  

Now many of us may not be filled with such a 

passionate plea, and there is an inherent danger in 

blaming the ‘devil’ for everything. Nevertheless, 

Luther and more potently the man of Gerasenes are 

examples of what we can sometimes experience. 

The world bombards us with voices that tell us we 

need to be better looking, richer, and more 

confident. No wonder we have so many of our 

young people ending their lives, young girls with 

bulimia, and many young men aimless and involved 

with crime. 

These voices, demonic or not, can be so strong that 

they produce an alternative reality that we wish to 

inhabit, but will never attain.  

What is missing in our world, and what was missing 

for the helpless Gerasenes man was the Kingdom of 

God. I say the Kingdom of God because his 
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restoration is much more than just a healing story, in 

the Greek language the words ‘heal’ and ‘save’ are 

the same, denoting that Jesus brought about a 

holistic renewal in this man’s life, because that is 

what the Kingdom of God is. It is not merely 

‘getting in to heaven’ or physical healing, it is about 

salvation of the whole self in relation to God and in 

turn the community around us.  

The difficult task is that in order for the Kingdom of 

God to become a reality in other people’s lives we 

must have it in our own. I have dealt with conflicting 

voices in my own life and by the grace of God and 

the guidance of others I have found healing. 

Nevertheless, it is in no way an easy road. It is about 

going to ‘the other side’, it is about going in the 

flesh, it is about incarnation.  

That word incarnation is essentially, what this 

gospel story is all about, the muck and mire of real 

life. Just as we celebrate God coming to our side and 

becoming a human being in all its messiness, this 

story has Jesus crossing to the other side to 

encounter this man, and when anyone encounters 

Jesus, they are changed. 

Therefore, for the demoniac man in his encounter 

with Jesus, he is freed, his identity restored, his hope 

reawakened, his relationships healed. All this 

happened because Jesus crossed to the other side 

and brought the good news of the love of God. 

So it is in turn our job to bring this good news to 

others. Unfortunately, every gospel story is not just 

to be read and admired, but also lived out. Jesus 

Christ calls us to be people of the other side, be it 

sharing our faith through hospitality, conversation 

or meeting a need. The incarnation becomes our 

model for ministry, Jesus through the church 

becomes present once again, and leads us, we need 

only step out of the boat in to the strange story that 

awaits us.  

 

 

 

 


