
SUNDAY 14C 

 

Every Sunday here and in others churches 

prayers are offered for the peace of the world. 

These prayers have been going on ever since I 

was a child.  I can remember every service had 

prayers for the peace of the world. It seems our 

prayers go unanswered. War breaks out 

somewhere in the world every few years. Are we 

praying in vain? Why do we persist in this 

seemingly useless activity? Yes of course we 

must go on praying for peace. We go on praying 

because our prayer is a sign of our desire for 

peace. I hope that our continual prayer will also 

help us understand that peace for the world is 

more than just an absence of war. Peace is also 

something I need for myself as much as 

something I desire for the world as a whole. 

Maybe too our prayers for peace will help us to 

be more conscious of the work of peace 

movements. Not only more conscious but also 

more active in their work. Sometimes peace 

movements don’t seem very peaceful, but their 

underlying message is one we ignore at our 

peril. Peace in the sense of an absence of war is 

necessary. So too do we need to be at peace in 

ourselves.  

 

I often think peace is one of those elusive 

qualities which, when you think you have it, it 

seems to disappear. No sooner do we feel at 

peace than something occurs to upset and 

challenge us. Peace is not easy to describe. It 

seems we cannot create it either. Peace is a by-

product of something else. It comes to us 

because we feel secure. It comes to us because 

we feel we are in control. Peace comes to us. It 

is a gift given not something we can create. We 

do however have to seek it in order to find it 

and accept it. In the early scriptures Jerusalem 

was seen as a city of peace. Jerusalem today is 

far from its scriptural image. In later scriptures 



it was the New Jerusalem that becomes the 

place of peace. The New Jerusalem is not 

confined to a geographical location. It is the 

place where God dwells with people. Today’s 

first reading tells us about the New Jerusalem. 

To describe its peaceful quality it refers to the 

New Jerusalem as a mother. This is a mother 

with big consoling breasts where her children 

may suckle and be comforted. She carries her 

children in her arm and dandles them on her 

knee. The reading goes on to tell us that not 

only is Jerusalem like a mother, so is God. 

“Thus says the Lord –as a mother comforts her 

child, so I will comfort you. “ We will be at peace 

because we are mothered by God.  

 

One of the most peaceful scenes we can see is 

the sight of a mother feeding her baby. I know 

the process is not always idyllic, but at its best 

this is a picture of one person giving, another 

receiving, and both are tied together by love. 

Peace is present because of the mutual giving 

and receiving that takes place.  

 

I believe peace comes from the ability to give 

and receive. We give and receive best when we 

feel secure, when we are safe in the trust which 

helps us to be ourselves. We will be at peace 

when we are mothered by God. 

 

Jesus tells us peace is the only possession we 

need for our mission. Most of us want to go out 

with our purse and bag and something on our 

feet. But Jesus says take peace. Peace is more 

valuable. The 70 were sent out by Jesus to 

proclaim “the Kingdom of God has come near to 

you”. They were to offer peace to whichever 

house they entered. If the peace was received 

they stayed. If not they left. Giving and 

receiving of the message and the messenger 

brought peace. It’s clear the messenger has 

first to know peace in order to give it.  



 

I recall being on a course where we spent two 

hours exploring stress management. Basically it 

was about how to be at peace with oneself. The 

person leading this session was obviously tired, 

worn out, and under stress. He had no peace 

about him. I fear his time was wasted because 

the message he gave was that everything he 

said didn’t work. His words and his life were 

not in harmony.  

 

So we are asked to discover the source of peace 

for ourselves in order that we may be 

messengers of the Gospel. The gospel message 

of peace is one our world still needs. Our 

prayers for peace are still required. Prayer for 

peace in the world. Prayer for peace in our 

society and city. Prayer for peace in our own 

hearts. Perhaps prayer for peace in ourselves is 

where we need to start. This is where prayer 

can have the greatest effect. To discover our 

own source of peace, to be peaceful people, will 

also affect those around us. Today’s scriptures 

invite us to see the role that God plays in this 

peace we seek. A peace seen in the life of Jesus. 

A peace seen in the image of a mother and 

child. For we have a God who longs to mother 

us, to be in a relationship of giving and 

receiving. God desires that we will know the 

peace that passes all understanding.  


