
SERMON ORDINARY 15 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan has all the makings of 

a good story: conflict, bandits, plot twists, unlikely 

protagonists, and a call to action. 

It draws its audience in and invites them to be a part of 

the action of the story. It lures some preachers into 

thinking that the sermon will simply manifest itself, 

leaving us to stare at a blank screen later in the week than 

we had intended. Whether this scenario applies to you or 

does not, the challenges this parable presents to 

preachers are manifold. Sometimes the paved paths lead 

us into the ditch on the road between Jerusalem and 

Jericho. 

One of my favourite quotes about the Good Samaritan 

story is this, “Do not mistake it: the ‘message’ here is 

stunningly simple-though it is not simplistic.” 

For as mentioned It is probably one of the best known 

parables in the scriptures, and because of this familiarity 

we can often lose sight of its simple yet deeply profound 

message.  

It is more than just a sort of Sunday school morality play, 

but is in fact one of those scripture verses which stresses 

that it’s hearers take hold of chances to show love for 

others in powerful ways.  

In the verses preceding today’s gospel, Jesus is on his way 

to Jerusalem: “When the days drew near for him to be 

taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. This reveals 

to us that Jesus is on that journey to his eventual death 

when today’s parable takes place. Jesus meets a scribe 

who asks that question that all people have asked down 

the ages “What must I do to inherit eternal life? Jesus 

eventually replies by quoting Deuteronomy 6:5, which we 

all know well. “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all you 

strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as 

yourself.” The scribe eventually responds to this story by 

saying, “and who is my neighbour”? 

Jesus then tells the story of another Journey, which we 

have heard read in the Gospel today, the story of the 

Good Samaritan.   



It is interesting to note what the lawyer’s response to 

Jesus when he hears this powerful parable is not “The 

Samaritan” but “the one who showed him kindness”.  

This scholar of the law, though he did not name the 

foreigner he despised so much, cut through all the 

religious legality by naming kindness as the true mark of 

“the neighbour”.  

And it is precisely that word ‘kindness’ that is so 

important and even lacking in our world at times.  

It is right today that we are baptising children, because 

bringing up Children who are healthy members of society, 

is about showing them kindness as they grow, and 

knowing that children learn by observing our 

relationships, which should be marked by kindness. 

Another thing we do in the baptismal service is talk about 

our responses to the kindness of God. Like the story of 

the Good Samaritan it is by our actions that we can show 

kindness. And as baptised people, we are a part of the 

family of God, the story tells us that we can’t only show 

kindness too those who are in our inner group. In fact, the 

story of the Good Samaritan challenges us to show love to 

outsiders, those who don’t share our faith or even our 

world view, that’s what Jesus was getting at. 

The late American Author Kurt Vonnegut, author of such 

books as Cat’s Cradle despite himself being a humanist 

grasped the essence of Christianity. When he was asked 

by a young American, “Please tell me it will all be okay,” – 

which is perhaps the contemporary American equivalent 

of asking for eternal life. Vonnegut responded “Welcome 

to earth, young man, it’s hot in the summer and cold in 

the winter. Its round and wet and crowded. At the 

outside, Joe, you’ve got about a hundred years here. 

There’s only one rule that I know of: Goddamn it, Joe, 

you’ve got to be kind. 

What Vonnegut did not say is that human kindness, when 

it is real, is only our poor response to the kindness of the 

One who made us and who tries to keep us human. And it 

is in receiving that kindess that we are able to show it to 

others. And that is what is the most important detail 

here. 

Jesus’ command is to “Go and do likewise” which is an 
invitation to care for the downtrodden and 



disenfranchised. It is a fine invitation, and -- along with 
the innkeeper -- we are drawn into the care for those in 
the proverbial (or actual) ditch. There is also an invitation, 
however, that comes to us from the man in the ditch. The 
man in the ditch reminds us what it feels like to be 
forgotten by others -- and perhaps even God. The feeling 
of loneliness and forsakenness invites compassion and 
empathy for all who experience it. 

And Jesus is in, with, and under it all. For it is Jesus who 
tells the story. And he gives us an image of God, The 
image of God is reflected by the one who shows 
compassion and mercy. Those who pass by also bear the 
indelible mark of the Creator, inasmuch as the Bible 
reminds us that even when we turn away, God draws 
near to us. Maybe God -- through Christ -- comes to us as 
the one in the ditch or maybe as the one who shows 
compassion and mercy; perhaps God even comes to us as 
a reminder that the call to care for others frequently goes 
unheeded as we pass by the cries of those in need of 
help. 

The Parable of the Compassionate Samaritan preaches 
from the ditch, binding us up and implicating us at the 
same time. And so we must answer the call “And who is 
my neighbor?” with compassion and love for all, drawing 
them into the love of Christ. 

 

 


