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When I was a child I found it difficult to imagine God 

hearing everybody’s prayers at once. So I decided 

that it was our guardian Angel who heard prayers, 

and then they conveyed the messages to God. The 

fact that there would be a long line of angels waiting 

to talk with God didn’t occur to me.  

 

For many people angels are fairy like creatures on 

top of Christmas trees. For others they think we 

become angels when we die. That’s not a theory I 

subscribe to. Maybe people don’t think much of 

angels at all. Their role may well have been 

overtaken by being from outer space.  

 

Apart from these popular views of angels, there are 

many people who have said they have seen angels. I 

read an article once about a women named Dorothy 

McLean. She was one of the co-founders of 

Findhorn. Findhorn was a group of people who 

established a religious community on some barren 

wasteland in Scotland.  
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 The land was such that little grew there. Yet this 

community established gardens grew some of the 

biggest vegetables imaginable. According to 

Dorothy the reason for the success of the gardens 

was the fact that they were in touch with the angels 

of the place. These beings told them how to garden 

and the result was obvious. Dorothy insisted that 

every place has its angels and it is up to us to be in 

touch with them and to cooperate with them.  

 

This is not as odd as it might seem for the scriptures 

are full of stories about angels. In Genesis as angel 

is set to guard Eden. We are told of angels appearing 

to Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses and Elijah. There 

are angels in the Christmas story, in the garden of 

Gethsemane, at the resurrection, and the freeing of 

Peter from prison. In The Revelation to St John 

angels are the beings who worship God in heaven. 

That work is full of angels both in heaven and on 

earth. There are myriads of angels in the scriptures.  

 

 



3 

 

So what do the scriptures tell us of these beings? It 

would seem their function as superhuman creatures 

is to bring messages from God. They are, if you like, 

intermediaries between humans and God. And the 

other thing these stories tell us is that God does not 

live alone. God is surrounded by angels and so God 

lives in community.  

 

This community of angels seems to have its own 

hierarchy too. There are various orders of angels 

each with assigned tasks. The reading from 

Revelation tells us that the highest of all the angels 

is Michael. Michael is the one who is said to have 

overcome Satan. This story is very interesting 

because it tells us Satan was an angel. Commonly 

known as Lucifer, he rebelled against the 

sovereignty of God. There was war in heaven and 

Michael and Satan fought. Michael prevailed and 

Satan was banished to earth. The battle against 

Satan continues on earth but we are also reminded 

that the final victory has been won.  

 

4 

 

Michael’s victory over Satan is possible because of 

the work of Jesus, the sacrificial lamb. This is what 

the remainder of the story in Revelation tells us.  

 

We often see God as the one who brings good and 

Satan as the one who brings evil. This story reminds 

us that the counterpart of Satan is Michael, not God.  

  

What are we to do with these strange stories of 

Angels? Clearly they are an accepted part of 

scripture. Angels are also part of human experience 

for some people. Reflecting on these stories leads 

me to see angels in this way.  

 

Angels are beings who are different from us mortals. 

They are the ones who bring us into contact with 

God. When they appear to mortals they bring a 

message from God or they show a vision of God. 

They also come to ask for our cooperation with the 

divine.  
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Our cooperation is shown in the story of the Angel 

Gabriel coming to Mary at the Annunciation. Mary 

had to say “yes, let it be to me according to your 

word”. She had to agree to what was asked of her 

and so give her assent to cooperation.  

 

 

That assent to cooperation was also shown in the 

story of what happened at Findhorn. The community 

had to agree to do as the angels asked. Our 

cooperation with the divine is what the angels seek.  

When the message of the angels is accepted then 

amazing things seem to happen.  

 

Angles also tell us that our struggle against the ills 

of life is not a struggle in vain. The work of Michael 

shows us that there is no longer war in heaven. The 

victory is won. We are to take courage from this and 

to keep working against the injustices of our society, 

the lack of love for others. We are to keep working 

to get rid of all that spoils life as God intends it to 

be.  
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I hope today as you reflect on the presence of the 

angels, you will be aware of these beings who bring 

us God’s care and protection. They are beings who 

bring us God’s love.  If you are one who hasn’t seen 

or experienced angels, perhaps your knowledge of 

God is such that they are unnecessary intermediaries 

for you.  Whatever our experience of angels may be, 

this feast invites us to be truly aware of the divine 

infusing the whole of life. We are encouraged by 

knowing the Divine surrounds us in all we do.  


