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Saint and Sinner. Life is seemingly about 

opposites. Or we are often told that not 

everything is black and white. That perhaps 

there are more gray areas in life than we may 

think. This is certainly true when comes to the 

seemingly two opposite terms that we use in the 

church. These are Saint and Sinner. The first 

speaks of someone who does good, and is 

perhaps devout in worship and conduct. The 

other, someone who is bad, morally corrupt and 

untrustworthy. Today on All Saints day we are 

called to celebrate the Saints. Those who have 

lived and died in the Christian faith and are now 

on their journey to God. However we know that 

the meaning of Saints is often confused. Some 

see it as only those who have reached a certain 

level of perfection in their life and faith, or have 

done extraordinary things. But perhaps that is 

too narrow, even unrealistic? For to be a Saint in 

my view is to be someone who strives for good, 

who longs for peace and justice, rather than 

someone who is perfect or extraordinary. 

Perhaps the Saint and Sinner comparison is not 

a helpful one.  
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We have just heard some very significant 

readings from scripture which talk about 

contrast. The contrast is that they all speak of 

life through death. The readings speak about an 

end to death, grief, pain, sorrow, all the things 

which spoil life. Daniel describes this end of 

death and grief in terms of a vision of four 

beast and four kings. And that the holy ones of 

God shall receive a Kingdom forever. Paul’s 

letter to the Ephesians speaks of an inheritance 

of the saints, again, a Kingdom for those who 

believe that Christ is above all and Lord of all.  

 

It all sounds too good to be true. Our lives don’t 

seem to be like that. We may be struggling with 

the pain of grief, either through the death of 

someone close to us, through the loss of a job, 

through the loss of health, through the 



breakdown of a relationship. There are many 

things which cause grief. So we may find it hard 

to believe what the readings are telling us about 

life and a glorious kingdom. These promises of 

life are not trying to deny the grief we all feel. 

Look at Jesus own reaction to the death of his 

friend.  
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We are told in the Gospel of the that those are 

blessed are in fact those who face the reality of 

grief and death and of suffering.  

 

So how are we to live with the reality of grief 

and death and yet also have hope in the 

resurrection? We know only too well that there 

are times in life when we are not like the people 

described in these readings, we are not always 

saints. But rather In the pain of grief we cry out, 

When will it end?  

 

One of the curious paradoxes is that it is not 

until we accept the reality of the situation, the 

reality that life is not perfect, that hope returns 

and we begin to live again. It is a process of 

transition which we have to go through to find 

new life. That is the reality of our experience 

which is described so well in the readings. Life 

comes through death. So how then are we to 

experience this life through death on our 

Patronal Festival? What do All the Saints say to 

us?  
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When I was a child my parents used to get out 

the family photo albums. We used to gather 

round and look at old family members. We’d ask 

who is that? Those that I often knew looked 

quite different from how I saw them in reality. 

Youth changes our appearance. Some of the 

people were those who had died before I was 

born, some I’d heard about but they lived 

overseas. Some were relations, some family 

friends.  

 



All these strangely dressed people in yellowing 

photos were somehow connected to me. Even 

though I didn’t know them all I knew they 

belonged to the family because of the photos 

and because of the stories I was told about 

them. It seemed important to me to have all 

these friends and relations. It didn’t matter that 

many of them were dead, they belonged to the 

family, and I belonged to the family, and that 

sense of belonging was all that was important.  
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Today we celebrate All Saints and we bring out 

the whole box of family photos, all the saints, 

those known to us and those unknown. We want 

to look at these people and know we belong to 

this great family of those who belong to God. 

I’m sure that over the years as you have 

celebrated your Patronal Festival you will have 

been told many times, we are the saints. The 

letters of Paul are often addressed to the saints 

in a particular place. That means all the 

followers of Jesus in that town were the saints. 

 

And the same applies to anyone who follows 

Jesus now. So why then do we have All Saints as 

our patrons? What are we to do with this title 

that reminds us of all those who have gone 

before us. Many of these saints of the past 

didn’t do anything heroic, or even exceptionally 

religious. They just tried to witness to their faith 

in their daily living. It was that ordinariness of 

trying to follow God’s call that led some of them 

to extraordinary devotion and deeds of service. 

Others are remembered for simple consistency 

and faithfulness to their call. Now we say we are 

surrounded by this great cloud of witnesses – 

those who held fast to their faith even when it 

brought suffering and death.  
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I think we can take heart from their example, 

even if it seems a little remote from our own 

life. We take heart because as we learn from our 

readings it is not what we do that matters, but 

what God does. It is God who provides the 

heavenly banquet, it is God who takes away 

grief, it is God who raises the dead. It is what 

God did in these people we call saints that is 

important not what they did. When we bring out 

the whole box of family photo’s that means we 

cannot concentrate on any particular deeds of 

the saints. It is simply their witness to God 

acting in them all which is important. And that 

means it is what God does in us that we need to 

focus on.  
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If we seek the prayers and protection of our 

patrons, then we will become like them. We too 

will be able to reveal the love and glory of God, 

the one who came among us to serve.  

 

To be a saint then is to get rid of evil and to 

promote that which is good; to be a saint is to 

belong to the great company of people who 

have gone before us, and also to belong to 

those who are here; to be a saint is to live in 

hope because of the promises God has made to 

us in the resurrection of Jesus. This is how we 

can create a foretaste of that great heavenly 

kingdom here in this place called Birkenhead. 

We create it by welcoming others who wish to 

belong, by living hopeful lives which shows our 

belief in the resurrection, and by allowing the 

glory of God’s love to shine through us.  

 

Give thanks at this Eucharist for the example of 

the saints. Give thanks at this Eucharist for this 

chance we have of being filled with the life of 

God in Christ. Give thanks at this Eucharist for 

the responsibility we are given to be the glory of 

God in a human being fully alive.  


