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“Jesus said to them, ‘Those who belong to this age 

marry and are given in marriage; but those who are 

considered worthy of a place in that age and in the 

resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are 

given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die any more, 

because they are like angels and are children of God, 

being children of the resurrection.” 

 

In the Gospel today it can be said that Jesus is getting 

to the heart of life. He is saying yes, family 

relationships are important, marriage is important. 

But what is most important is not what differs us but 

rather the fact that we are all Children, even Children 

of God.  

 

We see this in the face of a child, its innocence, it’s 

intrinsic worth. It’s God like qualities. And so as we 

gather this morning to baptise Lochlan, we see 

something of the Kingdom of God in our midst. A gift 

from God. Lochlan is a gift, but she will also be 

receiving gifts today.  

 

Perhaps gifts from friends and family to celebrate this 

special day for her, continuing that idea of helping to 

acknowledge an important event. And so one of the 

things we do in baptism is in fact receive gifts. These 

may not be tangible gifts, other than the action of 

pouring water, but that does not mean they are not 

there. For God acts in baptism by giving us gifts.  

  

 

The first gift we receive in baptism is forgiveness.  

We may wonder why it is necessary for forgiveness to 

be given to a baby who has done nothing wrong. 

Right from the beginning of life it is important to 

learn how to forgive and to be forgiven. Without 

forgiveness we cannot live together in families. We 

know only too well that there are many times when 

we hurt each other by doing or saying something we 

shouldn’t. If we are to live together then we need to 

learn to forgive and be forgiven to maintain 

relationships with each other.  

 

The parents and Godparents of Lochlan will need to 

be able to be forgiving people because it is from them 

that Lochlan will learn about forgiveness. So God’s 



gift will need to be demonstrated by parents and 

godparents.  

 

The second gift we receive in baptism is the Holy 

Spirit. This is the gift of God’s love which dwells 

within us. For the words that evoked in baptism are 

spirit and life.  We are only too well aware of how our 

society and world needs this gift. To be loving is an 

essential quality if we are to care for one another and 

if we want to be cared for. We see God’s love for us in 

action in the person of Jesus. That is why it is 

necessary to keep learning form his life and returning 

to the stories of him in the scriptures.  

 

Again it is the task of parents and Godparents and us 

all to be loving people in order that Lochlan will learn 

what it means to love and be loved. Then she will be 

able to take her place in the world and make a 

valuable contribution to society.  

 

The third gift we receive from God is the gift of Eternal 

Life. One usually thinks of Eternal Life as something 

that happens after we die. But eternal life begins at 

Baptism. This is God’s promise to us that he will never 

leave us no matter what happens. Today is the first 

Sunday of what we call the season of Advent. Advent 

is a time of preparation for Christmas, where our 

hearts are drawn to contemplate the eternal life found 

in baptism.  

 

Our readings today tell us something of eternal life. 

Jesus says ‘Indeed they cannot die anymore, because 

they are like angels and are children of God, being 

children of the resurrection.” 

And that promise is found in the promise of baptism. 

God will always be with Lochlan because of what 

happens today.    

 

On these occasions it is important to remember this 

gift of God in baptism for it gives us hope. Even 

though we may feel a long way from God, and life may 

seem to have lost its purpose, we need to remember 

that in baptism God has given us this gift of eternal 

life. Eternal life being that God will never be separated 

from us.  

 

The Parents and Godparents of Lochlan and all of us 

need to be people of hope. We need to remember the 



gift of eternal life will be the encouragement and 

support required.  

 

So the parents and godparents, along with the whole 

Christian community of the baptised, need to be 

forgiving, loving and hopeful people. These gifts we 

are given are like any gift. They must be unwrapped 

and opened and used to be of any use. The more we 

are forgiving loving and hopeful people the more 

those qualities will be given to others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


