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Isaiah 2:1-5 
Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

 

The Church moves in time, some say a rhythm. 

We have ordinary time. The time that marks the 

Sundays between the great feasts of the church. 

We have Christmas time, Lent, and now we enter 

Advent time. Time isn’t just an important part of 

the church’s life but also our own. 

 

We often speak of “the right time” for something 

to happen. It has nothing to do with the clock, 

but with circumstances surrounding the event. 

Time is a curious thing. Sometimes it flies, and 

sometimes it drags. Yet the clock keeps moving 

at the same speed day in and day out.   

 

Advent is all about time, as today’s readings 

make clear.  

 

“In days to come” says the first reading.  

“”You know what time it is, how it is now the 

moment….” says the second reading.  

 

And the Gospel continues…”About that day and 

hour no one knows…” “you do not know on what 

day your Lord is coming.”  “If you had known at 

what time of the night the thief was coming….”  

 

What these readings are wanting us to focus on 

is that God is present in the here and now and 

can break in upon our time just as he has broken 

in on times past. 

 

Advent reminds us of the God who has come to 

us once and for all in the person of Jesus. So we 

look back at the revealing of God in this 

particular human being at a particular time in 

history. 

 

Advent reminds us of the God who will come at 

the end of time. So we look forward to the great 

revealing of God in glory at the Day of the Lord. 



Advent reminds us of the God who comes in the 

present time.  So we look in the midst of this 

present life to see God with us in our own day. 

 

Here we see our God being the God of all time, 

past, present and future. And because God 

comes in all times to people there is too a sense 

of urgency about time in Advent.  This urgency 

isn’t as foreign to us as we may think. 

 

We live in an age of the here and now. We cannot 

wait for anything to happen. It must be 

immediate or it is not worth waiting for. The 

speed at which we expect to live demands an 

instant lifestyle.   

 

We know what is happening on the other side of 

the world, as it happens. It’s immediate. We want 

information about a subject, so we go to the 

internet and expect to find our answer instantly. 

There is a great sense of the here and now about 

life. There is a great sense of urgency about life 

too. We sometimes complain about this attitude 

to life and wish the pace of life was slower, as we 

knew it in times past.  But instant and urgent are 

Advent themes. This season of the year is all 

about time and its effect on us. It’s about using 

the instant and the urgent in our faith as well as 

our life.  

 

The rush to Christmas has already started. And 

while we complain every year about the rush, it 

is also a sign to us of what our Christian life is 

about. Remember those Christmas Carols which 

bid us hasten to the manger. Rush there to see 

the Christ-child. Well Advent is urging us to rush 

again to see the Christ. Not at the manger this 

time, but to rush to see his life in ours, now, in 

this present time. And there’s a real urgency to 

see the Christ dwelling in our midst now. Where 

can we see signs of his presence now?  

 

Today we recall that beautiful utopia of 

humankind found in the text of Isaiah. It speaks 

of God being at the centre of all life and history. 

It speaks of good relationships with God and with 

one another. These good relationships are 

expressed in the fact that weapons of war are no 

longer needed. The weapons are turned into 



implements for food production. The 

implements of death become implements of life. 

 

This evocative text bids us to be the people of 

God committed to working for a more loving 

society.  We are encouraged to look in our time 

to see where God is present.. Where might we 

catch a glimpse of God in our midst in the here 

and now of our day? Where ever we see signs of 

life I expect.  

Wherever we see the homeless of our world being 

cared for, and when we participate in finding 

homes for the homeless, there we see God. 

 

Whenever we see the leaders of the world seeking 

ways other than war to settle disputes, when we 

seek appropriate ways to settle our differences, 

there we see God. 

 

Whenever we see researchers seeking a cure for 

disease, whenever we care for the sick and 

suffering and include them as part of our society, 

there we see God. 

 

Whenever we can create some small example of 

community, of bringing people together and 

improving relationships, there we see God. 

 

There are signs of God all around us. We need to 

take time to look for them. The time is now, not 

next week, not after Christmas, not next year, 

but now. There is an urgency about this message.  

We are to hasten to see Christ in our midst now, 

in the present time.  

 

Advent time –to prepare for Christmas – yes but 

–To prepare for Christ to come at the end of time 

– yes but To prepare for Christ to come now in 

the present time – We give thanks that God 

comes to us in all times.  

 

This Advent, remember every time you look at 

your watch or the clock on the wall, the time is 

now. At any moment Jesus may break into our 

time and change our lives. Our readiness to 

receive him is shown by the way we live.   

 

Time to watch and wait, for Christ is coming.  


