
1 

 

 

 
 

           

    The Saintinel 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 
                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas 2019 
 

Magazine of All Saints Birkenhead 



2 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Sunday 15 Dec 7pm  Nine Lessons and Carols Service 

Tuesday 24 Dec  5.30pm Children’s Service 

Tuesday 24 Dec  11pm for 11.30pm Midnight  

Communion  

Christmas Day  8am & 9.30am Communion 

1st Sunday of Christmas 29th December – 9.30am (No 8am 

on this Sunday)  

                                                                                         

NORMAL SERVICES  
Wednesday 10am - Holy Communion (No Services during January) 

Sunday        8am -   Holy Communion 

                  9:30am - Holy Communion  

Contemplative Service 5pm -  4th Sunday of month (Returns in March) 

 

QUICK REFERENCE NUMBERS 
VICAR  Rev. Jordan Greatbatch 480 7260    

VICAR’S WARDEN  Michael Burnell 486 7595    

PEOPLE’S WARDEN Jean Green 418 2609    

VERGER (including hall hire) Colleen Stott 418 3094    

TREASURER  Suzanne Harper 418 0048    

VESTRY MINUTE SECRETARY Jeannie Kennedy 482 3626    

PASTORAL CARE TEAM  Rev. Jordan Greatbatch    480 7260    

      

MUSIC MINISTRY                                        Lorelle George             418 4325    

SACRISTAN 

SACRISTAN  

FLOWERS                                                 

  

Marcia Roberts                            

Ryan Brown-Haysom 

Lynn Lumsden               

418 0397 

 

418 4325 

   

MOTHERS’ UNION   Pamela Ferry     

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST  Lorelle George                 

 

418 4    

MEN’S BREAKFAST  Chris Ball  410 7789    

The Saintinel EDITOR  Christine Ball  410 7789    

NEW SETTLERS Ryan Brown-Haysom                                                                     0212038014 

 

 

   

CHURCH ADDRESS & CONTACT  
All Saints Anglican Church                   187 Hinemoa St, Birkenhead 

Office phone:                                         480 7260      Fax:  480 7102 

Email:      vicar@birkenheadallsaints.org.nz   
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FROM THE VICAR                 
As I reflect on 5 years in the parish I feel like this year has been a 

year where a lot of the work that we have been doing as a church 

has continued to flourish. We have begun a Sunday school and 

slowly built up that ministry despite all the usual pressures. Thank 

you Robin O’Kane and Luke Finnigan for all their support to this 

ministry and many other things in the church.  Our contemplative 

service which has now been running for 3 years has gone from strength to strength, 

with an attendance of around 15.  

 

Other than the worship services, there has been an incredible amount of work in the 

areas of social groups and relationship building. The ministries of Women’s 

Breakfast, Men’s Breakfast, Days for Girls, Mother’s Union and New Settlers have 

continued to offer an important role in the life of the church. When these two areas 

– good worship and good fellowship come together it creates an environment where 

all people feel they can belong. A big thank you to all our volunteers who run these 

important ministries.   

 

And who can forget the stellar fundraising efforts of this year. Every time we offer 

a fundraising and social event the support of the parish has been overwhelming. Be 

it a movie night, the church fair or the trading table the parish has continue to show 

its generosity and we are always humbled at the response. A special mention and 

thank you to Colleen Stott who is always at the heart of all our fundraising events 

and puts in an enormous amount of work. Finally a thank you to our Wardens Jean 

& Michael for their support and leadership this year and to the Vestry for their wise 

stewardship of the parish.  

 

As we approach Christmas it is easy to get distracted by all the ‘doing’, and of course 

‘doing’ is an important part of what I have talked about. But more important I think 

is the ‘being’. As a parish we all belong not because of what we do but because of 

who we are – people of faith. People who believe that God came to us in the life and 

person of Jesus of Nazareth. So as we celebrate that coming amongst us this 

Christmas, may we find peace and rest, safe in the knowledge that we are loved and 

cherished, just as that child was who was born two thousand years ago. 

 

Merry Christmas & many blessings, 

 

Jordan  
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FROM VESTRY 

 

Theme : Momentum 
We have good momentum as we approach Christmas and launch into the 

New Year. 2019 Vestry and Wardens’ meetings have been stimulating and 

rewarding to attend. All aspects of church life & worship have been 

discussed - and if required -subtle changes made. People have put up their 

hand and as a result The Sunday School, New Settlers and Lenten Studies 

have new momentum. Jordan attends regular services at local retirement 

villages and the Contemplative Service now has a solid attendance. Days for Girls, Mothers 

Union and the Women’s & Men’s Breakfast flourish under All Saint leaders. 

 

Our Synod reps represented us at Synod and made very interesting and detailed reports back to 

the parish. We are fortunate to a have such a dedicated group of musicians and singers. They 

enrich our 9.30am services and special events. It would be wonderful to find a organist/pianist 

for the 8am service. Tapes are fine but nothing like the real thing. 

 

The Fair, Quiz Night, Hinemoa Market and Midwinter Dinner were outstanding successes, with 

new helpers emerging to carry these important fundraising, social and outreach events into 2020. 

Vestry has been working diligently on keeping our 4 buildings and property in good shape. The 

bamboo hedge removal, IRD contractor changes, and a change in tenants were time consuming 

but were carried out none the less. Vestry has 3 projects underway: new side doors for the 

church, application for funding & the appointment of paint contractors for the church exterior, 

and a minor upgrade of the church organ. 

 

We thank our Verger Colleen for her energy and commitment in maximising the hall’s potential. 

Also, thanks must go to those who helped in the numerous working bees – you know who you 

are! We’d to like thank Suzanne for her tireless work as treasurer and bringing us through 2019 

on budget. Jeannie has again been a wonderful Secretary, taking minutes and writing letters on 

our behalf.  

 

Finally we would like to thank Jordan for his leadership this year and we wish him a lovely 

holiday in the Hawkes Bay. On behalf of Vestry we wish you a Merry Christmas and a 

Momentous 2020. 

 

Jean Green   People’s Warden           Michael Burnell   Vicar’s Warden           

 

GIVING TO THE PARISH 
The ministry of All Saints is only possible by your generosity. If you would like to join the 

envelope system, or to set up a direct debit, in order to claim a tax rebate on your giving, please 

contact the parish office.  

You can also give directly to our bank account number: 12-3035-0541134-00. Please ID your 

payment with your name in order to receive a receipt, which can be used to claim the 

government rebate (one third of your donations). 
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BAPTISMS 

 
Liam Finnigan 

Theodore James Granger (pictured) 

Lochlan John Watson 

 

FUNERALS 
Hilary Michele Patterson 
Elizabeth Chalmers Hartley 
Dawne Shirley Reynolds 

 

PARISH NEWS  
 

MUSIC MINISTRY: 
On 3 November, following the morning services, we 

also celebrated All Saints Day at 5pm with the choir 

leading us through the traditional Evensong service, 

including the beautiful Soul of my Saviour song, 

before The Day you gave us Lord has ended at the 

conclusion of the service. Presenting this traditional 

service now provides us with two Evensong services 

(the other is the Choral version) which we hope to include on a regular basis each year. 

 

We are now approaching the Christmas season with the choir busily 

preparing a diverse selection of music for our wonderful 9 Lessons & 

Carols’ service at 7pm on Sunday, 15 December.  Dating back to Christmas 

Eve 1878, this lovely service leads us so splendidly towards Christmas day 

through nine bible readings, interspersed with carols, hymns and special 

Christmas music. 

 

Sung as the opening hymn by Kings College Cambridge since 1919, we also follow the tradition 

of beginning this service with Once in Royal David City (with Issy Morris leading us in the first 

verse) as the processional hymn.  Helen Langford will share with us the delightful Little Road 

to Bethlehem, and Mary Newman-Pound will sing the beautiful solo part of The Three Kings, 

by German composer Peter Cornelius.  This carol describes the visit of the biblical Magi to the 

infant Jesus during the nativity, and is accompanied by the choir singing the hymn How Brightly 

Shines the Morning Star.  The choir invite you, your friends, family and neighbours, to share 

this special Christmas service with us, and with all those gathered. The service will be followed 

by supper in the hall; and we would be most appreciative if you could please bring a small 

‘plate’ to share.  We hope you can join us.                                                                                      

Lorelle George 
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WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 
The Women’s Breakfast group meets monthly between 

February and November, on the 2nd Saturday at 7.45am, 

in different members’ homes.  A continental breakfast is 

followed by a discussion/talk led by a member on a 

pertinent topic of interest. Over the past few months we have discussed and shared topics as 

diverse as the aftermath of the Christchurch shootings, ocean cruising, book binding, Kate 

Sheppard and women’s suffrage, the Nun Study on ageing and dementia, highlights from Synod, 

and the story behind the painting of Dido Elizabeth Belle and Kenwood House, Scotland. 

October sees our involvement with the church fair, and we join as always with the Men’s group 

for our traditional Parish Christmas breakfast, this year on 30 November.  We meet next in 

February 2020, with further details to be advised in January. All women of the parish are 

welcome: $3 for a continental breakfast, plus a donation for the Days for Girls project. If you 

would like further information regarding the group, please do be in touch with Lorelle, Ph.418-

4325, ldgeorge@xtra.co. nz.  
 

 

MOTHERS’ UNION  

Our annual Bucket Day was a great 

success, as usual. Staff from the Granger 

Grove unit at Anglican Trust for Women and Children 

in Otahuhu joined us to tell us about their residential 

programme for young mothers and their children. 

Many buckets full of cleaning materials went back 

with them. The line dancing ladies who use our hall 

on Wednesdays saw all the buckets arriving, and asked what all this was about. The following 

week, they all came armed with buckets, pegs, mops, cleaning products, which they donated to 

the Granger Grove programme also.  

This year is the 130th year of Mothers Union in the Diocese of Auckland.  A Thanksgiving  

Service, followed by a Christmas Party, was held at Holy Trinity, Otahuhu on Saturday, 

November 30th. The Vicar of Holy Trinity took our Service.  Refreshments were served in their 

Hall. There was a koha for funds to go towards Missions.     

Pamela Ferry, Northern Archdeaconry Leader Mothers’ Union. 

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY  

 John McGuiness recently celebrated his 100th birthday with a celebration 

at the Poynton Retirement Village, where he now lives. John and his late 

wife, Dee, were long time parishioners at All Saints. Their daughter, 

Sheryl Henderson, plays the organ for us from time to time when Lorelle 

is on leave. Vicar Jordan and a number of parishioners celebrated with 

John, and of course our own Karen McGiffen, who manages the café at 

mailto:ldgeorge@xtra.co.nz
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The Poynton, was there to give him a big hug, and ensure that the celebrations went off 

smoothly, and everyone was well fed. Happy 100th Birthday, John! 

 HAPPY 25TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY KAREN   

Karen herself had something to celebrate earlier in the year – she and 

Jim have been married 25 years. Karen brought her favourite teddy to 

show us – wearing a wedding frock made from Karen’s own wedding 

dress.  

WELCOME BACK GRAEME 

In June, we had a visit from Graeme Ham, currently living and working 

in Singapore. He was impressed with the work done on the hall since 

he had last seen it. He looks forward to returning to Auckland one day. 

 
 

 

 

 

Scenes from the Mid-Winter Dinner July 2019 
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Scenes from the Quiz Night, August 2019 

 

 

 

Mid winter Dinner, 

with a Japan theme, as 

host of Rugby World 

Cup, raised $ 1762 

another very 

successful night with 

silent auction and 

raffles. The room was 

packed and a great 

opportunity for 

families to meet other 

parishioners.                           

Suzanne Harper 
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Our Quiz night raised $1839. 00. Wonderful to have Ryan Brown-

Haysom as our new Quiz Master, and again, great support from our 

local businesses. 
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Church Fair 2019   

 

 
 

 

Our Church Fair was held on Saturday 12th October. Fortunately the weather was kind. Fair raised $4,500, very 

close to last year’s total, and still counting. A great idea to have Jordan on the BBQ with his name tag, greeting 

people as they came in.  Thanks to everyone who contributed – from making, baking, growing and supplying 

items to setting up, manning stalls and cleaning up. A great effort!          Dennis George, Co-ordinator 
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LIBRARY NEWS  
 
God With Us 
When I envisage our planet Earth in the Universe, I am reminded that as 

far as we can tell, we human beings are a unique creation in our galaxy, 

along with all the plant and animal life, the mountains and plains, the rivers 

and seas, the atmosphere and the whole delicate balance of exchange that 

sustains this world. Surely the Divine Artist must care deeply about such a 

wonderful Creation! Our faith teaches that God is omnipresent in Nature, and also active in 

human history through the incarnation of Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Emmanuel, we sing – God 

is with us – we are not alone in facing the joys and sorrows of life. 

 

Two books newly in our Library offer ways to think about this Divine Reality. Barbara Brown 

Taylor, in An Altar in the World, writes about simply paying attention to our daily experience 

of being alive in a physical body with all our senses, feeling grateful for the ability to walk, see, 

feel, talk with others, taste, rest, reflect– so much that we take for granted but is really 

miraculous – and reminds us that we are constantly being blessed by our Creator.   

  

And when we are going through dark and difficult times, let us remember that lovely little poem 

Footprints, in which we are encouraged by knowing that Jesus walks 

beside us. The author of the poem, Margaret Fishback Powers, expands 

her theme in this beautifully presented book, entitled Footprints – 

Images and Reflections of God’s Presence in Our Lives. Psalms, hymns, 

prayers, verses from Scripture, softly painted imagery, all combine to 

provide comfort and encouragement for the struggling spirit when life is 

hard going.                   Margaret Bowater, Librarian 

 

 

The piece below is taken from Moments, where spiritual writing is shared on the Vaughan Park 

website. vaughanpark.nz/moments/writing   Have a look there. 

 

Bittersweet Shauna Niequist  
I believe deeply that God does his best work in our lives during times of great 

heartbreak and loss...much of that rich work is done by the hands of people 

who love us, who dive into the wreckage with us and show us who God is, 

over and over and over. There are years when the Christmas spirit is hard to come by, and it’s 

in those seasons when I’m so thankful for Advent. Consider it a less flashy but still very 

beautiful way of being present to this season. Give up for a while your false and failing attempts 

at merriment, and thank God for thin places, and for Advent, for a season that understands 

longing and loneliness and long nights.  Let yourself fall open to Advent, to anticipation, to the 

belief that what is empty will be filled, what is broken will be repaired, and what is lost can 

always be found, no matter how many times it’s been lost. 

© Shauna Niequist, Bittersweet: Thoughts on Change, Grace, and Learning the Hard Way                               

Image Bittersweet, Jessica Broberg 

November 2014. A group of All Saints him at 

Synod.  
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SMALL SAINTS 
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Shelley Miller Interiors and Designs 
INSPIRATION 
If a kitchen renovation is at the top of your list, it could be 

time to check out Shelley Miller Designs. Our Philosophy 

is “You dream it, we will create it”. With more than 30 

years experience, we will guide you through the many 

choices available to create your dream kitchen, from 

classic to contemporary.  Project managed from concept plan to installation.  Appliances at 

commercial prices. 

KITCHENS                 BATHROOMS                INTERIORS 
Phone:  Shelley: Mobile: 027 283 3735  

email:  shelleymillerdesigns@gmail.com 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

TRADE ME 
Geoff Newton (480 8538), with help from Rachel Haggie (444 1438), continues to raise funds 

by selling goods on TradeMe. You can donate goods for auction or Geoff will sell on your 

behalf with a small commission (minimum of 10% for larger items) going to church funds.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

    

Vaughan Park Retreat and Conference 

Centre   1043 Beach Rd, Long Bay welcomes local, national and 

international guests. Facilities for conferences, group and individual 

bookings admin@vaughanpark.org.nz   www.vaughanpark.nz 

 

 

 

 Join the Anglican Diocese of Auckland for a 

Summer Adventure Weekend, 17 – 19th Jan, 2020, 

at Vaughan Park, and MERC (next door). 

Summer Adventure Weekend is aimed at bringing 

families of all sizes, ages and stages together, in an 

environment where all generations are encouraged 

to participate together in activities that will stimulate 

conversation, support, understanding and inclusion. So whether you are a family of one, two or 

more, this weekend is an opportunity to gather with others and actively experience 

intergenerational “doing and belonging”, in the context of the theme Adventure – and start your 

2020 adventure with God! Registrations need to be completed and paid by Monday 2 December 

2019. (YES, this date has passed, but if interested, email them & ask if they are still taking 

registrations. You will have to pay in full as soon as you register.) 

 

 

mailto:shelleymillerdesigns@gmail.com
mailto:admin@vaughanpark.org.nz
http://www.vaughanpark.nz/

