
SERMON FOR LENT 4A ALL SAINTS 
1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7 
Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 

 

Many generations of children have been 

entranced by the story of the sleeping princess. 

The princess pricks her finger and she and all in 

the castle fall asleep for a hundred years. The 

weeds and thorns grow up and enclose the castle. 

Many pass the castle by thinking it is uninhabited. 

Only the handsome prince will take the trouble to 

cut his way through to the centre and waken the 

princess with a kiss. Then all wake up and the 

prince marries the princess and inherits the 

kingdom which has lain idle for so long. In full it 

is a beautiful and fascinating story. 

 

For those who have eyes to see and ears to hear it 

is much more than a delightful fairy tale. It is a 

story which embodies an ageless wisdom and a 

universal truth. It has a meaning deeper than the 

literal words of the story. Only the person who 

will penetrate the barriers of the outside will see 

the beauty which lies within. This is the one who 

will inherit the kingdom. 
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Sometimes our view of life is shallow and looks 

only at the surface. However In these uncertain 

times of coronavirus perhaps we are starting to 

see that veneer slowly disappear.  

 

We are not always willing to penetrate the 

disorder we see on the outside to discover the 

beauty within. According to this fairy tale there is 

another level to be looked at and appreciated. 

The story itself demands that we seek a deeper 

meaning in the tale. It also demands that we look 

beyond what we see of life to its inner meaning. 

 

When Samuel was asked to anoint a new king for 

the people of Israel he looked first at the outward 

appearances. He was seeking a strong warrior 

whose physical appearance would command 

attention. But God does not see as mortals see. 

Mortals look on outward appearances. God looks 



on the heart. Samuel learnt that God’s choice of a 

king was for one whose heart was in the right 

place, as we say. So it wasn’t a strong warrior 

who was chosen. It was a shepherd boy who 

would eventually be the leader of the people. 
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Outward appearances often blind us to what lies 

within. It’s not always easy to tell who is blind 

and who can see. This is one of the reasons John 

tells the story of the healing of the blind man. 

The blind man was healed and could see. He 

didn’t know how or why it had happened but he 

saw God’s hand in it. The people who were not 

blind could not see. Physically they could see 

what had happened but they could not perceive 

the truth of it. They questioned the man and he 

simply related what happened. They still couldn’t 

see, so they called his parents and questioned 

them. Still the Pharisees were blind so they went 

back to the man born blind and questioned him 

again. These Pharisees were stuck fast in their 

blindness and they drove the man away 
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Jesus sought out the man and revealed his own 

identity as the Son of Man. The man born blind 

believed and worshipped Jesus. He could see 

beyond the outward event of his healing to the 

truth proclaimed. He had received light for his 

earthly eyes and also light for his soul. The light 

came from the one who said “I am the light of the 

world”. 

Are we blind, or do we see? Can we penetrate the 

thorns and weeds of our prejudices and 

preconceived ideas of what God is like to see the 

reality which lies at the centre? Can we even do 

that in our world at the moment? Are we willing to 

penetrate the thorns and weeds of our selfishness 

to look within at the beauty contained there? 
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We were meant to be having our Annual Meeting 

after this service. And we were going to be asked 

to look at reports of what has happened in the 



parish over the past year. Yes I know it can be 

boring to read and hear those things which have 

past. However they do provide a record of how 

the Gospel has been proclaimed in this place. 

That is what is important. So when you look at 

the reports try to think beyond the outward 

things. Try to look instead at what is not 

recorded. By that I mean the considerable amount 

of time, energy and love that many people spend 

in making sure we continue to proclaim the 

gospel in this place. Remember that many people 

give generously and commit themselves to the 

work of this parish. That is what we need to 

remember about annual meetings. Although 

outwardly it is easy to become bogged down in 

reports and figures, more important is the 

involvement of the many who contribute to this 

worshipping community and its ongoing 

proclamation of the gospel. 

 

Not only are we to do this at the AGM but we are 

asked to look beyond the outward appearances of 

people and try to see the beauty which lies within. 

These scary times we need to remember to look 

beyond the hysteria to see what is underneath. To 

support each other, to remind each other that in 

times like these it doesn’t matter how much 

money you earn, or what you have accumulated, 

what matters is how you have treated others. 

 

It is the whole person which God sees and 

welcomes to the table. May God be with you all 

this time.  


