
ALL SAINTS 2020 

 

There was a very significant event that has it’s 

anniversary on the 31st October was the 500th 

Anniversary of Martin Luther nailing his thesis on the 

door of the All Saints Church in Wittenburg. We now 

know this event changed the world as we know it. 

And gave birth to the tradition in which we stand. 

That of Anglicanism. One of the many things Luther 

was speaking out against was what he saw as the over 

indulgence and wealth of the church compared to the 

poverty of its members.  

 

This was seen most vividly in the way the church at 

the time was offering indulgences to help loved ones 

out of purgatory. And so it is no coincidence that he 

nailed his theses to not only the church of All Saints 

but also on the eve of All Saints day. The very feast 

which celebrates the dead and those who have begun 

their journey to God. We also have in our Gospel this 

morning one of the most well-known parts of the 

scriptures, the Beatitudes. This Gospel also connects 

with what Martin Luther was trying to achieve. Re-

emphasising the importance of caring for the poor and 

vulnerable. But like every movement such as the 

reformation sometimes there are extremes.   

 

For it seems to me that the Christian faith is 

constantly walking a tight rope between extremes, I 

say this because there is always the danger that we 

venture in to extremes neglecting what the other side 

might be saying to us. Take the gospel reading for 

today. What is Jesus trying to say? On a simple 

reading, you could easily equate his message to a 

formula. If you are poor, you have a special place in 

the heart of God and therefore should remain in your 

position. To the rich, the message is that you are 

greedy and therefore you have to give your money 

away.  

The problem with this simple reading is that it doesn’t 

make sense. We all know that we don’t want people 

to be poor, we know it is not healthy for a good 

society.  

 



Jesus spoke to the crowds throughout his ministry. 

The context of such teaching as the beatitudes is not 

an individual pep talk. It is a speech to a large 

gathering of people. Therefore, Jesus’ teaching was 

not to be aimed at one particular person, but at the 

collective whole. It was then up to the individual to 

make his decision about what he will give and how he 

will give. For me it speaks of community. And that is 

one of the things we remember on All Saints. That the 

church isn’t just us as individuals, but that we belong 

to a giant cloud of witnesses.  

  

There also seems to be a contrast in our other 

scripture readings this morning. The contrast is that 

they all speak of life through death. The readings 

speak about an end to death, grief, pain, sorrow, all 

the things which spoil life. Revelation tells us that 

heaven is a place where separation from God or 

separation from others doesn’t exist anymore. Unity 

with God and with all people is the goal.  

It all sounds too good to be true. Our lives don’t seem 

to be like that. We may be struggling with the pain of 

grief, either through the death of someone close to us, 

through the loss of a job, through the loss of health, 

through the breakdown of a relationship. There are 

many things which cause grief. So we may find it hard 

to believe what the readings are telling us about life. 

These promises of life are not trying to deny the grief 

we all feel. But rather an expression of the hope we 

have in the goodness of God.  
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We know Jesus wept at times. He was moved with 

compassion, deeply disturbed. Jesus is not unmoved 

or detached from the tragedy of human life. And 

because he is involved he wants to do something 

about life. 

 

But how are we to live with the reality of grief and 

death and yet also have hope in the resurrection? We 

know only too well that there are times in life when 

we are not like the people described in these readings. 

In the pain of grief we cry out, When will it end? The 



beatitudes seem to hint that we have to live with the 

paradoxes which our lives contain. Even happiness 

itself can be elusive.   

For Matthew’s gospel says that those who long to 

follow God’s word, who seek the righteousness, 

holiness, and justice of God, are “happy.” Other 

people may appear happy outwardly. They may be 

successful in the world’s terms. They may have 

expensive shoes and a matching handbag. They may 

send their children to the best schools. But that is not 

real happiness, for it does not reflect the things that 

are important to God. 

The word “happy” focuses our emphasis on the 

present state of the people that are discussed here. 

While blessedness can sound like a future promise of 

good things to those who suffer now, “happiness” 

makes sense as something people strive for in this 

lifetime. Although they experience difficulty of many 

kinds, Jesus attributes a present-tense state of 

happiness to those he describes. And in a way that is 

what we do on All Saints. We celebrate the happy 

times together, times when we can gather such as 

today to remember the saints and to worship God. We 

give thanks for all our patrons.  
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And why do we have All Saints as our patrons? What 

are we to do with this title that reminds us of all those 

who have gone before us. Many of these saints of the 

past didn’t do anything heroic, or even exceptionally 

religious. They just tried to witness to their faith in 

their daily living. It was that ordinariness of trying to 

follow God’s call that led some of them to 

extraordinary devotion and deeds of service. Others 

are remembered for simple consistency and 

faithfulness to their call. They like those described in 

the Beatitudes found happiness in this life in future 

hope for the next.  

 

Now we say we are surrounded by this great cloud of 

witnesses – those who held fast to their faith even 

when it brought suffering and death.  
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I think we can take heart from their example, even if 

it seems a little remote from our own life. We take 

heart because as we learn from our readings it is not 

what we do that matters, but what God does. It is God 

who provides the heavenly banquet, it is God who 

takes away grief, it is God who raises the dead. It is 

what God did in these people we call saints that is 

important not what they did. When we remember the 

Saints we cannot concentrate on any particular deeds 

of the saints. It is simply their happiness to witness to 

God acting in them which is important. And that 

means it is what God does in us that we need to focus 

on.  

 

Maybe we can ask ourselves some questions like 

“How is God seen in my daily living? Does the glory 

of God shine in me like it does in the saints? How 

might we as a parish show the glory of God in this 

community which surrounds us? Is the love of God 

made visible by our service to this community where 

we are the heart? 
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If we seek the prayers and protection of our patrons, 

then we will become like them. We too will be able 

to reveal the love and glory of God, the one who came 

among us to serve.  

 

To be a saint then is to get rid of evil and to promote 

that which is good, like the beatitudes from 

Matthew’s Gospel. To be a saint is to belong to the 

great company of people who have gone before us, 

and also to belong to those who are here; to be a saint 

is to live in happiness because of the promises God 

has made to us in the resurrection of Jesus. This is 

how we can create a foretaste of heaven here in this 

place called Birkenhead. We create it by welcoming 



others who wish to belong, by proclaiming that the 

poor, persecuted and meek are truly blessed.   

Give thanks at this Eucharist for the example of the 

saints. Give thanks at this Eucharist for this chance 

we have of being filled with the life of God in Christ. 

Give thanks at this Eucharist for the responsibility we 

are given to be the glory of God in a human being 

fully alive.  


