
 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

MAY 2021 
From the Vicar… 

We are now well into the 

Easter Season which lasts 50 

days until 23rd May, the Feast 

of Pentecost.  Pentecost is that 

great celebration of the Holy 

Spirit which empowered the 

early disciples to proclaim the message of 

the resurrection.  Do join us for this 

important event in our worship life.  Apart 

from our worship life, our focus this month 

is the workshops for the Healthy Church 

Process.  These will be led by Archdeacon 

Jonathan Gale.  They are intended to help 

us formulate a response to the results of the 

recent survey.  This will be an important 

opportunity for everyone to offer their 

perspective on our parish so please join us 

on Sunday 30th May.     Jordan 
 

DAY OF PENTECOST  
 

 
 

We celebrate the end of the Easter Season with 

the Day of Pentecost, which marks the fiftieth day 

of Easter.  This is the commemoration of when 

God sent his Holy Spirit to empower the Church to 

perform its mission in the world.  This celebration 

will take place on the 23rd May at both services.    

Do join us. 

WHAT’S COMING UP 
 

HEALTHY CHURCH PROCESS 

 
The Diocesan Healthy Church model has 

been in place as a strategic direction for 

the diocese for the past four years.  

During this time it has been used as a 

lens through which ministry units in the 

diocese have engaged in a process of 

self-evaluation/review of their mission 

and ministry.  The results of the survey 

will be complied and used in workshops 

on Sunday May 30th.  We will have one 

service on this Sunday at 9.30am so 

that we can gather together for the 

workshops.  There will be two workshops 

with a break for lunch in the middle.  

Lunch will be shared so please bring a 

plate.  I encourage you to join us as we 

think about our church life together.  
  

DATES FOR DIARY 
 

Women’s Group 
8th May - 8.00am 
 

Men’s Group 
23rd May - 7.30am 
 

Contemplative Service 
23rd May - 5.00pm 
 

Days for Girls 
24th May - 10.00 - 2.00pm 
 

Mothers’ Union 
26th May - 10.00am 
 

Healthy Church 
30th May - 9.30am service / Workshop 1 / 
shared lunch / Workshop 2 



 

WOMEN’S GROUP 

This month's Women’s Group 
breakfast is Saturday 8th May in 
the church hall lounge at 
8.00am.  The speaker is Leah 

who is sharing her life story.  Cost is $3 and a 
donation for Days for Girls.   
Please let Margaret know if you are coming at 
mandebowater@gmail.com . All women are 
welcome to join.  
 

CONTEMPLATIVE SERVICE - TAIZE 
Our contemplative service 

takes place on the 4th 

Sunday of the month. The 
service uses elements of 

Taize worship incorporating 
chants, silences and scripture.  The next 

service is on Sunday 23rd May at 
5.00pm.  All are welcome. 
 

MEN’S GROUP 
The Men’s Group meets 
monthly on the 4th Saturday of 
the month at 7.30am for a 
cooked breakfast. Our guest 
speaker this month is 

parishioner Rob Belshaw. Our next breakfast is on 
Saturday 23rd May. Donation of $10 towards 
breakfast. Please RSVP to Geoff at 
newtone@xtra.co.nz  by Wednesday 19th May.  
 

DAYS FOR GIRLS SEWING DAY 

The next Days for Girls sewing 

day will be 24th May in the 

church hall. 10.00am to 2.30pm, 

shared lunch.  We have lots of 

sewing and overlocking to be completed.  Some 

packing and trimming for anyone who would 

like to help but doesn’t sew.  Enquiries to 

Jeannie Kennedy 0272842998 or 

Rachel Haggie 0274161416.  Sewing days are 

held monthly in the church hall.  Please text or 

phone to get on the email list.  

 

MOTHERS’ UNION 
Join us for the Mothers' Union 

service on Wednesday 26th May at 

10.00am (all welcome), followed 

by our monthly meeting in the 

church hall lounge.  Winter is 

almost with us and once again and we are 

needing to collect winter PJs for the Anglican 

Trust for Women and Children and for Up North. 

We already have some lovely bedding and 

knitting, also a lovely box of good quality boys' 

clothes and bedding which Joan Neild our N.Z. 

President and myself will be taking to Mothers 

Union Up North in May.  If you have never 

attended Mothers' Union before, all women are 

welcome to explore membership by contacting 

leader Pamela Ferry at paferry13@gmail.com .  
 

LIBRARY NOTES for May 2021 – Good News 
After the events of Easter, Jesus’ 

disciples began to spread the 

good news that the Son of God 

has lived - and is living - among 

us, revealing in person how we live in two 

Kingdoms, both visible and invisible. Thank you to 

Rae Wensley for donating a number of excellent 

books to the Parish Library, three of which are now 

available:  “Simply Good News,” by N.T. Wright, 

past Bishop of Durham;  “Rumours of Another 

World,” by Philip Yancey; and “Reaching for the 

Invisible God,” also by Philip Yancey, author of 

twelve very readable, award-winning books on 

Christian faith for today. 

REGULAR SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS 
 

Sundays – 8am & 9.30am, Holy Communion 
Wednesdays – 10am, Holy Communion 

Contemplative Service –  
4th Sunday of the month, 5pm 

Visit us online at:  
https://allsaintsbirkenheadanglican.com  

for more details 

Contact Details:  
Vicar: The Reverend Jordan Greatbatch 

Phone: 09 480-7260. 
Email: vicar@birkenheadallsaints.org.nz 

Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday, Sunday 9am-5pm.  
(Monday Off) 

Vicar's Warden: Michael Burnell 09 486 7595, 
People's Warden: Jean Green 09 418 2609 

Website:  https://allsaintsbirkenheadanglican.com 
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