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It is safe to assume as you heard the reading the morning you 

perhaps thought to yourself this is all rather strange. I don’t say 

that in any way to diminish the reading and its content but 

rather that the Feast of Pentecost and the readings that 

accompany it are of a strange nature. Particularly perhaps to 

traditional Anglicans such as us.  

Since the Pentecostal movement of the early 20th century, a 

sharp division has been created between what is ‘spiritual’ and 

‘material’. Praying in tongues for example is seen as a spiritual 

gift; where as the bread and the wine of Eucharist is purely a 

memorial meal, material objects. The tradition in which we 

stand has always held a balanced view of this tension. We 

recognise that God is spirit, but also that God is incarnational, 

he becomes flesh, material, one of us, through the life of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

And so what we have emerging is the idea that the Holy Spirit 

is in fact at work through us and the world, and to be spiritual 

therefore takes on a whole new meaning. 

 

We see this throughout the scriptures; for the Spirit of God has 

always been intimately tied with the imagery of the natural 

world. In the Prophet Ezekiel, it is the ‘breath’ giving life to the 

dry bones in the valley. In Jesus’ baptism, it is the imagery of 

a dove descending from the heavens. In Acts, it is depicted as 

a violent wind and tongues of fire. 

 

There is a reason why the spirit is depicted as a part of the 

natural world, because it reinforces to us that the Holy Spirit is 

directly involved in our lives and in creation. The Holy Spirit 

is depicted in the scriptures as the creative force in the universe 

that brings life and refreshment. Time and time again the 

images of the natural world are used to describe the Holy Spirit, 

such as breath, wind and fire. This should come as no surprise 

to us, for we, like those early disciples, are natural beings, we 

are tied to this world, and it is our reality.  

 

This idea of the Holy Spirit’s dynamic power is conveyed in a 

profound way in a poem that is in fact contained within our 

New Zealand Prayer book. It is a poem written by the New 

Zealand poet James K Baxter, titled ‘Song to the Holy Spirit’. 

Let me share the verse three verses with you:  
 

Lord, Holy Spirit, 

You blow like the wind in a thousand paddocks, 

Inside and outside the fences, 

You blow where you wish to blow. 

Lord, Holy Spirit, 

You are the sun who shines on the little plant, 

You warm him gently, you give him life, 

You raise him up to become a tree with many leaves. 

 



Lord, Holy Spirit, 

You are as the mother eagle with her young, 

Holding them in peace under your feathers. 

On the highest mountain you have built your nest, 

Above the valley, above the storms of the world, 

Where no hunter ever comes. 

Lord, Holy Spirit, 

You are the kind fire who does not cease to burn, 

Consuming us with flames of love and peace, 

Driving us out like sparks to set the world on fire. 

The amazing thing about James K Baxter’s poem is that it shifts 

us to combine the two worlds Christians occupy, the 

unexplainable and the tangible, the spiritual and the physical. 

It is also contextual imagery, with the paddocks and fence posts 

drawing us in to an earthy spirituality, grounded in our 

experience of life here in New Zealand. It also speaks of the 

living world of animals and plants, with eagles protecting their 

young and the small plant sourcing life from the warm sun.     

      

There is present however, contrasts to the imagery of nurture 

and safely with expressions of force and power, such as the 

phrase “a kind fire who does not cease to burn, consuming us 

with flames of love and peace, driving us out like sparks to set 

the world on fire”. Such a variety of imagery is used because 

the nature of the Holy Spirit is that it often comes to us in 

different ways. Sometimes it pushes us in to new and scary 

places where we may not want to go. (As it did to the apostles 

on that first Pentecost.) At other times, the spirit is a small quiet 

voice, which draws us in to further contemplation of God’s 

love. It dismisses a hierarchy of what is spiritual and non-

spiritual and honours the many expressions of Christian 

worship that we witness today. 

 

And so for us the response can be quite different from other 

traditions. One of the things that we practice is silence in order 

to be open to the Holy Spirit, to be people who know how to be 

still and listen. This means we have to be contemplative people, 

who know how to be open to God in the stillness. From this 

listening process, we receive wisdom and strength to venture 

out in to the world as those first apostles did.  

 

This is to be the model for our Christian lives, a cycle of 

contemplation and action. It was Jesus’ command to his 

disciples to wait in Jerusalem in prayer, it is the same command 

to us today, we wait, praying, listening in expectation that the 

Holy Spirit will move in our lives, our church, our community 

and our world.  

 

Richard Rohr, An American Franciscan mystic writer puts this 

cycle of contemplation and action in a fitting way. He writes 

“Mature and contemplative religion has always known that we 

need a whole new operating system, which Paul called "the 

mind of Christ" or a "spiritual revolution of the mind" Only 

with this new mind can we also develop a new heart and a new 



emotional response to the moment. We receive this through 

contemplation and waiting for God’s Spirit.” 

 

May that be our prayer this Pentecost morning as we celebrate 

that day when the Church was born, so that we may we be born 

anew.   

Amen. 


