
Sermon for Trinity Sunday Year B 2021 

 

The church has always struggled with 

articulating the Trinity. Not because the 

Trinity is not clearly present in the scriptures 

but rather that we have tended to become too 

theological and philosophical when we try to 

talk of it. 

Take todays Gospel. This well-known passage 

from John is a rarity in the Gospels because it 

shows Jesus discussing in some detail all three 

persons of the Trinity. Jesus’ words here 

should not be mistaken for a theological 

treatise on the one God in three persons, 

however. Instead, in this encounter Jesus 

challenges Nicodemus to move from theory to 

practice, from knowledge to faith, from 

curiosity to commitment. 

The narrator portrays Nicodemus as a learned 

man with impressive credentials, describing 

him not only as a Pharisee but as “a ruler of 

the Jews.” Jesus refers to him as “the teacher 

of Israel”. By speaking in the first person 

plural (“Rabbi, we know…”), Nicodemus 

presents himself as a representative of the 

religious leaders. Jesus seems to acknowledge 

Nicodemus’ representative status as well, 

telling him, “we testify to what we have seen; 

yet you (plural) do not receive our testimony” 

(verse 11). It can be a difficult conversation to 

follow.  

For the idea of God as three persons is at first 

inspection a difficult notion to get ones head 

around. You would only have to look up its 



history to see this; there is a ton of mystery that 

surrounds the person or persons of God. It 

would be fair to say that some people seem 

entirely clear about it; others are confused, and 

still others could not care less. 

And I think this is the case because too many 

preachers have tried to explain the Trinity in 

purely theological terms and end up presenting 

a tedious sermon that is firing a shot over the 

bow of our real lives. You may be sitting here 

today with so much on your mind. You may 

know someone close to you who is dying of 

cancer, and all you hear me say is God is 

Trinity. You may be dealing with family 

members who are struggling, and all you hear 

me say is God is Trinity. You may have 

financial burdens which are weighing you 

down, and all you hear me say is God is 

Trinity. You may not even believe in God 

anymore. And all you hear me say is God is 

Trinity. So what does talking about the trinity 

offer to you? I mean really offer. 

Well I may be as bold to say, everything. 

Because for me the Trinity is not a difficult 

notion to grasp when we lay it bare. Because 

it is as simple as being human. It is as simple 

as being human beings who by their very 

nature are beings of relationship, beings of 

community, and beings of love. This sort of 

inherent feeling of being people of 

relationship and community has slowly shrunk 

in our modern world, but not completely 

forgotten. Our ancestors knew it so well. For 

those of Celtic persuasion, you only have to 

read the early Christian Celts and sense this 

innate idea of being people of relationship, 



connected with the world, connected with 

God. Here is an extract from a Western 

Highlands poem that is full of an expression of 

God in relationship: 

‘The Three who are over my head, 

The Three who are under my tread, 

The Three who are over me here, 

The Three who are over me there, 

The Three who are in the earth near, 

The Three who are up in the air, 

The Three who in heaven do dwell, 

The Three in the great ocean swell, 

Pervading Three, O be with me.’ 

Poems of the Western Highlands from ‘The 

Wisdom of the Celts’ compiled by David 

Adam 

As I hear that poem, I hear a group of people 

connected with themselves, each other, God 

and the world around them. We have been, are 

and will continue to be a species that needs 

each other to survive, to function, and to be 

fully human. We see this in the importance of 

family life, in the utter dependence of a young 

baby on its mother, our need to have friends 

who we love and trust, our need to gather on a 

Sunday morning to be together as church. 

If this process which seems so natural is 

evident within us, then surely, surely it must 

be true of God? For as the Genesis reading 

proclaimed for us today, God is our creator, he 

is our life; he is in everything and sustains 



everything. He is life itself. And what is more 

natural, more rational than this God being 

persons of relationship? 

And if this is true, if God is a God of 

relationship within himself, then what does 

this relationship look like? 

Again, if we first look at ourselves we know 

that relationships are built on love, trust and 

self-giving. Society and family life when lived 

out properly constitute these ideals. And so if 

this is true of us, then what of the God who 

created us? Again, we look to the scriptures, 

this time at the life of Jesus Christ. Jesus was 

someone who came to serve others, love 

others, and to offer himself for those whom he 

loved. If we see this in the life of Jesus then 

we know that it comes from the very being of 

God. God therefore is self-giving, loving and 

trustworthy. This nature is God’s nature, it is 

God’s being. And God’s being spills 

outwards, creating other different things and 

beings (the universe and humankind) for them 

to be vessels of that inner love. We call this 

relationship Father, Son and Holy Spirit, not 

because it is a final definition, but because we 

can only express what we say about God using 

human words and images. And we all know 

that words and images change. 

And as we gather today as we do every Sunday 

and are reminded of our baptism, we look to 

this God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Who is a God of self-giving love, and 

recognise that all the language of baptism is 

summed up in our idea of the trinity. 

Because baptism is all about God’s love. But 

not just a love of feeling, but a love that is 



about giving. This is where the power of 

baptism comes from. This is indeed where the 

power of God comes from. For God exercises 

powerfulness by giving. It is not a power of 

coercion, but a power founded on love. God’s 

power is that through baptism and the power 

of the Holy Spirit these precious children 

would know that love, a love that is 

trustworthy, now and forever. 

And it is the same for us all. We witness God’s 

act of love today and claim it for ourselves, 

knowing that no matter what we are going 

through, this God of love is with us, for it is 

his very nature. God in one, blessed trinity. 

 

Let us pray. 

‘As it was, as it is, and as it shall be. 

Evermore, God of grace, God in Trinity! 

With the ebb, with the flow, ever it is so, 

God of grace, O Trinity, 

With the ebb and flow.’ 

God is with us, for eternity (sic). 

Poems of the Western Highlands from ‘The 

Wisdom of the Celts’ compiled by David Adam 


