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1 From the Vicar

From the Wardens

Rev. Jordan Greatbatch

Last week, our AGM gave us a chance to reflect on the past year and on the changes that COVID made
to our lives. We shopped on-line, banked electronically, and communicated differently. We spent more
time with our families and members of our bubble, meaning that we had more time to reconnect and
spend time together. We had time to meet our neighbours and more recently, to travel and rediscover
our own country. These changes also affected our Church community. Sometimes we could meet and
sometimes we could not, but we learned to adapt and find solutions. We were blessed with having a

It was about this time last year that we moved into an almost month long level 4
lockdown. We weren’t able to celebrate Easter at that time but had to worship

Vicar who learnt how to deliver polished online Sunday Church services to sustain us within our
bubbles. We were also blessed with a very caring and adaptable parish.

remotely. Though it was nice to be able to at least lead everyone in Easter

The congregation changed to electronic giving thereby allowing them to support the church when we

services via online it was just not that same. So as we move into Holy Week we

were unable to meet. They promptly joined together to resurrect some of the social or fund-raising

are not only preparing for our usual Easter services but I feel this Easter will be
extra special considering the year that we had. Do join us for one of our many
services over Easter as we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
As the Wardens mention in their report we had our AGM 21st March which went

events we had planned. As soon as we could, Colleen Stott started the hall bookings again. As we no
longer had a cleaner, Colleen also made sure the hall was fit for purpose before each booking. She and
Rachel Haggie quickly made jams and chutneys ready for our February mini-fair. Members of the
parish came together at short notice to make this a successful event. The Works Group has continued
to look after our buildings, and both the newly painted church and hall are looking great. Most of the
work in this area has been completed and we need to focus on enhancing our rental property this year.

well. It really highlighted all the amazing work that so many people do in our
Parish. One of the most significant things for me was despite a hard year you all
continually supported the parish with your outstanding generosity. Thank you.
This coming month we start the Healthy Church process on Sunday the 18th
April. This will see Archdeacon Jonathan Gale come and speak to us about the
process during the sermon slot. We will then proceed to fill out a survey about

We welcomed Graeme Ham onto vestry and were very pleased he accepted the role of treasurer after

Suzanne Harper stepped down. Special thanks go to Suzanne for her many years of service as a
warden, treasurer, reader, and for her tremendous fund-raising abilities. At this last AGM, Geoff
Newton also stepped down from vestry. He has also given us many years of service in multiple areas,
particularly with the Men’s Breakfast and Works Group. We are very pleased that both these
wonderful people are still part of our everyday parish life.

the life of the church. Do put the date in your diary so that you can contribute to

Overall, the income for the year was down but this was balanced with lower costs. Many of us learnt

the process and help us make a healthy church together.

new skills and everyone adapted. On the whole, the past year should be seen as a successful one, as we

May you have blessed Easter. Jordan.
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all kept safe and well. Our parish is truly blessed with a kind, caring family.

Jean Green People's Warden, Michael Burnell, Vicar’s Warden
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Upcoming Events
EASTER AT ALL SAINTS
The Triduum which encompasses Holy (Maundy) Thursday, Good
Friday and Easter Sunday are the most sacred time in the church’s
year when we remember the death and resurrection of Christ. These
days are one liturgy of three interlocking rites: The Liturgy of
Maundy Thursday, the Liturgy of Good Friday and the Liturgy of
Easter. There is something very powerful in journeying over the
three days and being immersed in the sacred story of our faith. We
look forward to you worshipping with us.
MAUNDY THURSDAY – 1st April - 7PM
GOOD FRIDAY
– 2nd April - 9:30AM
EASTER SUNDAY
– 4th April - 8AM & 9:30AM

FASHION
BALLENTYNES

PARADE

FUNDRAISER

AT

Enjoy a fun night out and a great opportunity to refresh your
wardrobe at our Fashion Parade fundraiser on Wednesday, 14th
April at 6.30pm. Tickets are $15.00 and include a 20% discount
voucher valid for one week. See six of our own parishioners
showcasing selections from Ballentynes' autumn/winter range of
casual & formal clothing and shoes at their store in the Northbridge
Shopping Plaza, 110 Don McKinnon Drive, Albany.

Hinemoa Street Party, December 2020

CONTEMPLATIVE SERVICE - TAIZE
Our contemplative service takes place on the 4th Sunday of the
month. This returns for 2021 on Sunday 28th March at 5pm
(tonight). This uses elements of Taize worship incorporating
chants, silences and scripture. All are welcome.
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The Quiet Revolution
in New Zealand
Culture
Eric Bowater

- Victorian language). I think all of this is to be celebrated. Aotearoa New Zealand is
the 700-year-old home of this language and culture; it is one of our distinctive
markers of being “Kiwi” in the world. We’re proud of the haka and the harmonised
singing.
This was not always so. In the cringeworthy past, perhaps Maori kids were
strapped at school for speaking Te Reo because stern pakeha teachers thought they
might be saying rude things about them (as well as some Maori leaders urging
priority emphasis on English).
We’ve come a long way from that, even from the time a few decades ago when a
Telecom phone operator was reprimanded for saying “kia ora” as a greeting. I find
I’m increasingly and casually using words like mokopuna (grandchildren) and
tupuna (ancestors) even though I didn’t make much progress some decades ago in a
Te Reo nightclass (what I learned one week I’d largely forgotten by the next). I’m
proud of the fact that my sons in their professional workplaces have learned enough
to give a mihi (introductory greeting in Te Reo) about themselves.

Each September we have Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori (Maori Language
Week).
However, have you noticed how, even apart from that week, usage of
Te Reo is becoming much more widespread and “normalised”. In the
media (eg on TV1, Prime and Maori TV), and on the titles of various
national organisations, Maori words, phrases, introductions and
endings are now far more common. Both of the major political parties
are either actively promoting or allowing for Maori to be part of the
school curriculum as fast as Te Reo teachers can be recruited. Without
any official promotion, the National Anthem is now sung with gusto at
sporting and other events with a first verse in Te Reo (perhaps
because there is less enthusiasm for Thomas Bracken’s rather archaic

But even if in our later years we are still rather Anglocentrically monolingual, we
can still prepare to conduct ourselves in a Maori setting. We can say something
about our whakapapa (ancestry), our territorial link to a New Zealand maunga
(mountain) and awa (river), to establish our footing or connection in this country.
For example, I would give the names of my ancestors back to their origins in
Midlands England, in London and in Western-Isles Scotland. I would claim
Maungawhau (Mt Eden) as the nearest mountain to where I was born, and the
Waikato as the nearest river to where I grew up. Just as anyone with some Maori
ancestry can claim their iwi links with confidence as tangata whenua (people of the
land), so I as pakeha can confidently claim my standing and rights as a New
Zealander as tangata tiriti (people of the Treaty).
How long it might take before the country’s official name becomes just “Aotearoa”
(as the Maori Party wants) so that we can be in front of “Australia” at the Olympic
march-on, is another question altogether!

-
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Men’s Breakfast Bowls Night
The Men’s Group had a
good outing a few weeks
ago for Bowls and a
BBQ. It was a great
turnout on a beautiful
Summer Evening. It
took a while for some of
us to get the hang of it
but once we got going it
was great fun. Give
bowls a try yourself
sometime.

Pamela Ferry, Mothers’ Union

Mothers’ Union continues to meet at church on the fourth
Wednesday at 10am.
Membership is steady and members enjoy a wide variety of
speakers and activities.
Our meetings are open to visitors who are warmly welcomed.
For more details call Pamela, 446 0690 or Margaret 482 1911
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Nine Lessons 2020
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Church Fair 2021

Parish News
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DATE LOAF
1 1/2 cups of dates
1 teaspoon baking soda
2/3 cup brown sugar
1 1/8 cups of boiling water
1 egg, beaten
1 tablespoon butter
1 teaspoon vanilla
pinch of salt
1 1/2 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking powder

Cut dates into small pieces.
Add boiling water and then stir in baking soda.
Add sugar, butter, mix well and then allow to cool
Stir in beaten egg and vanilla
Lastly add sifted flour, salt and baking powder.
Bake in a slow oven (140℃ – 150℃) for
approximately 1 1/2 hours.
Last time I used Camel dates but often just use
whatever is in the pantry. I cut the dates into 3 or
4 depending on the size.
31/3/2021

A Recipe – Date Loaf
Jean Green

As we had called a Fair at short notice it was “all hands on
deck”. I was working and so wasn’t able to help much.

A

couple of days before the Fair, I made a couple of batches of
raspberry jam, which always seems to sell well, and as I still
had a bit of spare time before bed I decided to make a date
loaf. As I measured out the ingredients, I decided to make two
and duly delivered them to the church the next evening.

One of the date loaves was bought by
Annabelle White, the cuddly cook, who then
tracked me down and asked for the recipe as
it was “the nicest date loaf she had tasted”. I
had got the recipe out of a magazine years
ago, so it was no family secret. She sent the
recipe to an ex ambassador to NZ who is
currently in Washington DC, who made the
date loaf and took it into the Senate for
morning tea. I am including the recipe for
you to also enjoy.
Parish News
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Sacred Silence
Richard Rohr

Too much emphasis
on what I call “social
prayer” or wordy
prayer feeds our
egos and gives us far
too much to argue
about.

Most of us who live in a capitalist culture, where
everything is about competing and comparing, will find
contemplation extremely counterintuitive. How do we
grasp something as empty, as harmless, as seemingly
fruitless as the practice of silence? Only when we know
that it also offers a “peace beyond understanding”
(Philippians 4:7) and a “joy that no one can take from
you” (John 16:22).
Silence needs to be understood in a larger way than simply a lack of audible
noise. Whenever emptiness—what seems like empty space or absence of sound—
becomes its own kind of fullness with its own kind of sweet voice, we have just
experienced sacred silence. When religious folks limit their focus in prayer to
external technique and formula, the soul remains largely untouched and
unchanged. Too much emphasis on what I call “social prayer” or wordy prayer
feeds our egos and gives us far too much to argue about. That is surely why
Jesus emphasized quiet prayer in one’s own “inner room” and warned us not
to “babble on as the pagans do” (Matthew 6:5-7). Oh, the years we Catholics and
others have wasted arguing about liturgy in a juridical way! For me, law and
liturgy are two different realms. How can we truly pray when we are preoccupied
with formula and perfection of technique?

If we can see silence as the ground of all words and the birth of all words, then
when we speak, our words will be calmer and well-chosen. Our thoughts will be
non-judgmental. Our actions will have greater integrity and impact.
Continued next page
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When we recognize something as beautiful,
that knowledge partly emerges from the
silence around it. It may be why we are
quiet in art galleries and symphony halls.
If something is not surrounded by the
vastness of silence and space, it is hard to
appreciate it as singular and beautiful. If
it is all mixed in with everything else, then
its particularity does not stand out.

As one author I read years ago said,
silence is the net below the tightrope
walker. [1] We are walking, trying to find
the right words to explain our experience
and the right actions to match our values.
Silence is that safety net that allows us to
fall; it admits, as poets often do, that no
words or deeds will ever be perfectly right
or sufficient. So the poet keeps trying, for
which we are grateful! The great
spaciousness and safety net beneath a
tightrope walker is silence; it offers
freedom from self-preoccupation and the
fear of making a mistake. A regular
practice of contemplation helps us trust
that silence will uphold us, receive our
mistakes, and give us the courage to learn
and grow.
References:
[1] Max Picard, The World of Silence,
trans. Stanley Godman (H. Regnery: 1964,
©1952), 22.
Adapted from Richard Rohr, Silent
Compassion: Finding God in
Contemplation (Franciscan Media: 2014),
7-9.
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Speaking
Christian

Library Corner
“Speaking Christian” (2012) is one of
several excellent books in our Parish Library
by Marcus Borg, a leading exponent of the
core beliefs of Christian faith for today’s
world. In his earlier book “The Heart of
Christianity” he described how he moved from
a simple, literal, Lutheran belief system (in
the USA) to a much deeper and more
comprehensive understanding of Christian
faith; and became an Episcopal priest, with a
desire to guide others into a more accurate
understanding of Biblical language.
In “Speaking Christian,” he takes a close look
at many of the words we use, such as
salvation, repentance, redemption, grace,
which have become a kind of jargon, not
understood by people in ordinary western
society.
He points out how efforts to simplify the
Christian message, have reduced our faith to
a literal “heaven-and-hell” framework,
emphasising individual sin and forgiveness,
with Jesus dying as a sacrifice to save us, so
that we can get to heaven when we die.

No wonder educated modern people are unimpressed! But there
is a further difficulty, in the popular theory held by a significant
proportion of Christians, that the Bible is to be understood
literally as the infallible Word of God, from Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden, to the acceptance of slavery and the inferiority
of women. To consider one example: salvation in modern usage
means “going to heaven,” to an after-life. But its Biblical
meaning is “liberation from bondage,” in all its forms, i.e.
economic, political and religious. Borg gives many examples of
what these words actually meant in their Biblical context,
constantly shifting the primary focus from individualism
towards social justice, loving our neighbour. I found this book
clear, straightforward and enlightening.
Margaret Bowater, Librarian
Book Review
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Shelley Miller Interiors and
Designs
INSPIRATION
If a kitchen renovation is at the top of your list, it
could be time to check out Shelley Miller Designs at
Meridian Joinery Limited. Our Philosophy is “You
dream it, we will create it”. With more than 30 years
combined experience, we will guide you through the
many choices available to create your dream kitchen,
from classic to contemporary. Project managed from
concept plan to installation. Appliances at commercial
prices.
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
INTERIORS
Phone: Shelley: 09 441 7289 - Mobile: 027 283
3735
email:
shelleymillerdesigns@meridian.org.nz

TRADE ME
Geoff Newton (480 8538), with help from Rachel
Haggie (444 1438), continues to raise funds by selling
goods on TradeMe. You can donate goods for auction
or Geoff will sell on your behalf with a small
commission (minimum of 10% for larger items) going
to church funds.

All Saints Birkenhead
Website: https://allsaintsbirkenheadanglican.com/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/allsaintsbir...
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8pWeiW4rFytqitrCJDEaQ

GIVING TO THE PARISH
The ministry of All Saints is only possible by your generosity. If you would
like to join the envelope system, or to set up a direct debit, in order to
claim a tax rebate on your giving, please contact the parish office.
You can also give directly to our bank account number:
12-3035-0541134-00. Please ID your payment with your name in order to
receive a receipt, which can be used to claim the government rebate (one
third of your donations).
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