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From the Vicar

From the Team 3

During lockdown I have been doing

study nights via Zoom. One of the

subjects we looked at was Praying the

Psalms. The material for this study was

from a talk that the Reverend Richard

Peers gave to the Anglo Catholic hui

that I attended a few months ago.

Out of the many aspects of praying the

psalms the one that stood out the most

for me was the idea that the Pslams

give us a language for prayer . Of course

a lot of prayers in our Prayer book come

from the Psalms. But often when we are

doing our personal prayers we

sometimes donõthave the words to

express how we feel. What is so

remarkable about the psalms is they

contain such a wide-ranging expression

of human emotions. From love to hate,

anger to joy, despair and hopefulness.

I have found myself reading the Psalms

more during this time of lockdown . And

it has in fact given me a way of

expressing how I feel. And most

importantly bringing these feelings and

concerns before God. Whatever you may

be feeling at the moment I encourage

you to read the Psalms and use them as

way to express how you are feeling . I

know this current lockdown has affected

us alot more than the last one. As we

look back to those ancient words of the

Psalms we realise that our feelings are

not new or even unusual . In difficult

times we want to express our feelings .

Using the Psalms in this way reminds

us all that God was with those writers

just as he is with us today. May you

know something ofGodõscomfort during

this trying time . In Christ, Jordan

Everyone agrees: this lock down is way harder

than the ones last year. First of all itõsbeen

much longer and, secondly the weather hasnõt

been great . Weõveseen the odd days

promising spring but then get a cold blast to

remind us we are not there yet. This is no

longer a novelty and seems endless. For

several of us who have families overseas, itõs

been an age since we were able to see them .

Yes the borders did open briefly but did we

want to take the risk of being trapped and not

able to return home. With the current fiasco

at the MIQ centres, travel and visiting

families seem along way off yet.

Being a pensioner means we donõthave to

worry about losing our jobs and we get our

pensions regardless . However you have to feel

for those people whose jobs and businesses are

at risk . The debt to bail some out is

skyrocketing and of great concern,

particularly for future generations . The

biggest concern for many at this time is

mental health . Those living alone face

loneliness . Parents are trying to work while

schooling and living cooped up with children

24/7. Others are worried about their jobs and

finances. Most are doing òtheright thingóand

being frustrated by those breaking the rules

But still life goes on. Babies are being born,

people are having birthdays or should be

celebrating other milestones . Some are

getting sick and requiring treatment or

hospitalisation and a few are dying . These

events cant be supported or shared in the

usual ways and so the stress grows. On the

positive side we now have technology to

connect to each other. We are able to see each

other as well as talk . Business techniques are

evolving and many children are learning òon

lineó. We know that our grandchildren are

much more tech savvy than us.

We need to take time to give thanks to those

essential workers who are take care of our

needs ðfood, health, transport, and safety -

and pray for their continued safety and

health . Please be kind to each other, reach out

to others, particularly to those who are on

their own, and get vaccinated if you are able.

The sooner we reach our 90% target, the

quicker we can treat this virus like the ôfluõ

and resume normal life .

Keep safe,

Jean Green

People's Warden
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From the Wardens

From the Team 4

I have been lucky enough to go to

work since 18th August (we have

only 3 workstations at home, and

they are all taken!) . The best

thing about level 4 is that you get

a whole bus to yourself (Level 3

you typically have to share the

bus with one other passenger!).

At work Iõmfortunate to share an

office with a gaggle of boisterous

surgical registrars and their

energy ðlike the coronavirus - is

infectious . They always seem to

be excited to have chopped out

someoneõscancer or sewn up the

innards of a stabbing victim .

There is also an energy within the

surgical services as the urgent

cancer patients continue to get

their operations despite work

bubble restrictions and staff

having to self-isolate .

But the delta outbreak has

unintended consequences. A colleague

ð a highly trained cancer nurse

specialist ðreturned home to the UK

last week to a family emergency- and

has no NZ MIQ spot booked for her

return . We are not sure when we will

see her next . Her teamõsworkload just

went up 30%.

The 10% of hospital staff

unvaccinated will have to be re-

deployed, and all those hard -working

nurses and doctors have huge leave

balances to use once restrictions lift .

Iõmlooking forward to All Saints

returning to level 1 worship,

meetings, and social events.

Like the hospital we will have to deal

with unintended consequences such

as rebalancing our financial budget

and reorganizing our calendar.

Rosters will have to accommodate

peopleõsdesire to escape Auckland for

a long break .

However, the great thing about level 1

will be the energy that we will bring

to our gatherings, be they worship or

social. Like the coronavirus, that

energy is infectious, and I canõtwait

to get a dose of it!

Michael Burnell

Vicarõs Warden
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REFLECTIONS ON THIS 
TIME OF CHANGE

6

As I have been thinking about the

enormity of change we face in our society

today, itõseasy to see why there is such a

high level of anxiety in the population .

Not only is our health of body at risk

from poverty and the pandemic, but also

our health of mind from the fear of

unemployment and loss of daily contact

with friends, neighbours, community

groups ðeven in the more disturbing

quality of our dreams at night .

Depression and anger easily set in when

we lose hope for the future . Add to that,

the severe effects of climate change

around the world, including here in NZ

the increasing violence of storms,

droughts, wildfires, floods, coastal

erosioné It seems that Godõscreation is

taking revenge on us for centuries of

mindless exploitation . How can we

survive it all? And how can we be

responsible stewards of the earth and all

its marvellous array of creatures? We

can feel overwhelmed by all the

problems facing us.

For some time I have been reading

theological books about Creation

Spirituality, especially the works of Dr

Matthew Fox, an Episcopal priest -

scholar-activist in California, who was

expelled from the Dominican Order of

the Catholic Church by Pope Benedict in

1993. He has researched and promoted

the writings of many of the mediaeval

saints and mystics of the Catholic

Church ðincluding women leaders such

as Hildegard of Bingen . He has

uncovered an alternative paradigm of

Christian faith, based less on atonement

for Original Sin, and more on affirming

GodõsCreative Energy at work in every

aspect of the world . He titled his major

book, òOriginal Blessing,ópublished in

1983, as a direct contrast to the heavy

focus on sin. And has published over 30

books expanding on this theme.

Fox uses an ancient pattern to define

four Paths of human experience: the Via

Positiva , when we give thanks for life

and the beauty around us; the Via

Negativa , the time of suffering, letting

go, emptiness ; the Via Creativa , when

God through the Holy Spirit is òmaking

all things new;ó and the Via

Transformativa , when we find ourselves

part of a more just and harmonious life .

This pattern has obvious parallels with

the seasonsof Nature .

Continued next page
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Margaret Bowater

Matthew Fox, Priest, 
Theologian



Applying this pattern to our current
situation in NZ, it seems we are on a
transition from Via Negativa to Via
Creativa . We have to let go of many past
patterns : fossil -fuelled transport ; everyone
owning a home; working in communal
offices; paying by cash; annual travels to
explore the world ; large cruise-ships;
writing letters by hand ; encyclopaedia sets;
big events for entertainment ; and more are
looming up all the time .

On the other hand, new technologies are
opening new opportunities : digital
communication systems; electric vehicles;
cellphones; cashless payments ; virtual
business meetings ; overseas trips ð to
Stewart Island ; new drug -treatments, tests
and vaccines; facial masks; online
education courses at every level ; respect for
Maori language and history ; tiny homes;
regenerative farming methods; contactless
shopping é

Not all new things are necessarily good,
of course, but we must continually adapt as
life goes on. Learning is now a lifelong
requirement . We must also become global
citizens, able to co-exist with people of
different cultures and religions . The
challenges are enormous. But we are a
pilgrim people, and we trust that God is
with us as we walk into the unknown .
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Motherõs Union
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On Friday August 6th, Mothers Union groups in the

Diocese, from as far as Te Kauwhata , celebrated Mary

Sumner day with a service in the Selwyn Chapel at the

cathedral, taken by Rev Anne Moody, followed by a

shared lunch in the Monteith Centre . All Saints Mothers

Union was represented by our leader, Pamela Ferry,

Margaret Jones, and Christine Ball .

At the service, we had a very impressive speaker, Mrs

Ranjna Patel QSM ONZM, who told us her life story. She

was raised in Auckland above her familyõsfruit shop,

and was married in India when very young, to her doctor

husband, born and raised in India . It was an arranged

marriage, and has been a very successful and happy one

Her husband originally planned to become a

specialist in Auckland, but was told back then by

other doctors that no-one would refer patients to

him, because he was Indian . He was advised to

offer GP services to the Indian community . So he

set up a GP practice in Otara . Together, he and

Ranjna , who has always run the administrative

side, built up a whole chain of GP clinics, known as

Tamaki Health . Now they are grandparents, and

Ranjna has received two honours for her

community work .
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Ranjna told us about the community service they

have established, known as Gandhi Nivas

(Gandhi Home in Hindi) . There are now three

houses in Auckland, which provide refuge for

men who have been violent in the family home.

Instead of removing the wife and children, the

man is taken out of the situation, treated kindly,

given food and accommodation, counselling, and

education about New Zealand laws protecting

women and children . They learn that men and

women are more equal in New Zealand, and they

are shown how to cook group meals. The service

was originally planned for Indian men only, but

the Police asked that it be extended to include

men of all ethnicities . Thousands of men have

now been helped to change their behaviour .

Ranjna , who is Hindu, enjoyed being part of a

Christian church service. She commented that

she saw more similarities than differences in the

Bible readings, prayers and hymns .

Over lunch, we were able to meet Ranjna , and

continue discussing social issues in our

community . It was a most enjoyable day.


